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I. 
INTRODUCTION 


About the close of the 13th century South India was ruled by three 
principal dymisties, the Yadavas of Dévagirl, the Kakatiyas of Warangal and 
the Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra Though these kingdoms dissipated their 
energies in wasteful wars the country was prosperous as 1s made clear to us 
by contemporary foreign merchants who visited it The treasuries were full, 
and industnes, trade and commerce floumshed Their capital cities were 
centres of attraction for traders and intellectuals and their seaports crowded 
with ships carrying merchandise from Arabia, Persia, China andother countries 
These foreign merchants were fambar with the coast-line extending from 
Quillon to Nellore and even further up 


The country’s prospemty and 11s Ingh fevel of culture also mamfested 
in the architectural and sculptural productions of this age. © Many temples 
were built and others were mchly endowed by these potentates The temples 
of Mahabalipuram, Chidambaram, Tanjore, Madura, Dwirasamudra, Beltr, 
Srisailam and the temple cities of Kanchi and Srirangam, with their numerous 
inscriptions and variety of sculptures are witnesses to the pious activities of 
generations of these rulers The temple was a centre of learning where 
education was imparted in the traditional style They were vertable strong- 
holds of Hindu culture and dhirma These centres of learning were the pride 
of India and they attracted students from far off places and with their rich 
endowments, became famous for their wealth In spite of the fact that the 
people inhabiting these regions professed different creeds, there was perfect 
toleration and everyone was free to follow any faith he liked = People who 
came to india for trade, particularly the Arabs and the Persian merchants were 
not only allowed to settle down here and pursue their own callings but they also 
enjoyed complete freedom even in the matter of burding and maintaining 
Places of worship at towns lke KandOr or Kannanfr. 


The Hindu kingdoms, almost for generations, carried on wars with one 
another thereby exhausting themselves The Yadavas fought against the Kika- 
“iyas, the Kakatiyas against the Pandyas and the latter against the Hoysalas 
and the Hoysalas against both This tragic disunity and conflict of interests, 
have attracted the attention of Muslim writers like Amir Khusrd ! When Rafar 
was delivering his shattering blows to the Yadavas and the Kakattyas, Ballala 
busied himself with his wars against Kampil and Madura? = Their rivalries 

1 Khoseo Xbaza'inu'l Futth, Eng tr, JIH, 1X, p 55 He says that the kingdoms 
5 of Dévagiri and Ma'bar were Hoysala Ballala’s quarry 


Mysore Archaeological Report, (MAR) for 1912, p 45, for 1923, p 119, and EC, 
VIET, No 19, Wassaf ED, Ul, pp 52-4, Khusrd op eit, p 56 
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were so deep-rooted that they could not umite against the foreign invaders who 
threatened to wipe out their independence The task of resurrection was, 
therefore, to be taken up by another set of leaders, but they had to fight against 
odds before they could save the country from complete political subjugation. 


In 1296, ‘Algu’d-din Khali humbled Ramadéva, the Yadava king, 
and carried away rich booty Ramadéva agreed to pay an yearly tribute and 
thus purchased peace The Hoysala kingdom under Ballala II surrendered 
next and the heir-apparent of this kingdom was taken to Delhi In the midst 
of these successive defeats suffered by the Deccan kingdoms, the attempts of 
Singhana, son and successor of Ramadéya to overthrow the suzerainty of the 
Delhi Sultan clearly mdicate that the might of the conqueror was not meekly 
accepted During the last days of ‘ Alau’d-din, taking advantage of his 
indifferent health and the intrigues of Malik Kafr, Dévagiri1 asserted its 
independence, withheld the payment of the stipulated tribute, expelled 
Khali garrison and installed Harapaladéva on the throne With the accesston 
of Qutbu’d-din Mubarak Khalyi, however, Dévagiri was finally conquered 
and Warangal was subjugated, but the territory further south still remained 
independent though ravaged by internecine strife and plundered by Malik 
Kaftlr and Khusrd Khan 


The Hindu rulers could not rest im peace without another bid for 
independence When Khusrd Khan killed Mubarak Shah, the kings of the 
Peninsula asserted their independence But this success also proved to be 
temporary Under the Tughlugs who followed the Khalyis, the entire Peninsula 
from the Narmada to Cape Camorin was annexed to their Empure 3 


The devastation caused by the northerners can be fully ascertained 
from local contemporary account ‘In a hundred smwnful ways the rich 
were tortured for the sake of money. Merely on beholding the Parasikas 
(Muslims), some abandoned their lives Brahmins were disallowed to 
perform their religious rites and rituals ” The Indo-Persian chronicles confirm 
the state of turmoil that prevailed in the Deccan after Muhammad bin Tughiuq’s 
return from the south to quell Kishli Khan’s revolt in Sindh Among other 
chronicles ‘Istimi appears to be nearest to truth, and his account 1s chronologt- 
cally more accurate First Ma‘bar, then Tilang and about the same time 
Kampili asserted their independence This 1s borne out by numuismatic 
evidence as we find that the earliest coins struck by Jalalu’d-din Ahsan Shah 
of Ma‘bar are dated 734/1333-4 5 


3 “%3mi 39192, Barant, E & D, lil, p 233, K A N Sastn Pandan Kingdom, p 245, 
f,S K Atyengar, South India and her Muhammadan Invaders, p 165 ff ; 

4 Bharati, XIX, 311 ff, Journal of the Telugu Academy (JTA) U, p 107, Venkata- 
ramanayya = Early Muslim Expansion in South India, p 63, K A N Sastn 
Pandyan, Kingdom p 246 

S$ Seech III, Partrculars of Coins above 
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As has been mentioned already, the departure of the Sultan for Sindh 
was a signal for the outbreik of rebellions in Tilangana which ultimately 
resulted in ousting the Tughiugs from the Andhra region The causes for this 
revolt were more cultural thin political So long as the Muslim conquerors 
did not interfere with the religious and social institutions there was Iittle 
trouble The Hindus were not unaccustomed to changes in the ruling dynasttes 
and always accepted the new masters who acquired power merely for political 
purposes But when they felt that their way of life was being affected by these 
strangers there was a revival of miluant Saivism in the Andhra area 
The leaders of this revival was the Musuntiri family who were great devotees 
of Siva Prdfaya and Kapava upheld the traditional Brahminical sacrificial 
cult, restored to the Brahmans their agrahtras, and order on the basis of Varna 
and Ashrama in the social set up of the community = It 1s not unlikely that 
the teachers of the Pa&supata school the Acharyas and Rajaguriis who had 
great hold on Princes and people alike, worked hand in glove with them to 
bring under their binner hke minded chieftams All classes jommed this war 
of Itberation ind fought with equal zeal and enthusiasm Ekagilanagara or 
Warangal, the erstwhile capital of the Kakatlyas which had been occupied by 
the Sultans after the fall of Prataparudra, became once again the centre of 
activity of the Musuntirs family Kiapaya assumed the titles Andhradésadhis- 
vara and Andhra suratrana which cleirly show that his authority was accepted 
over a large part of Andhra or Telugu country If the account of ‘ Isaimi® 


could be relied upon he also helped Zafar Khan of Gulbarg1 in founding the 
Bahmani kingdom 


Prolaya and Kitpiya were not alone in the strugele The Kalavachéru 
grant’ refers to the seventy-five Nayakis who joined the ranks of Kapaya, 
Véma, the Reddi chief of Addanki took a leiding part in this war There 1s, 
however, 1 difference of opimon regarding the date of Prolay7’s revolt 
Ferishta assigns it to 1344 which 1s obviously wrong A study of the chrono- 
logy of events as recorded by other Indo-Persian chroniclers, mikes it clear 
that the war of liberation started seven years im advance of the date given by 
Ferishta. Rebellion broke out in 737/1336-7 and soon Hindu rule was re- 
established m Tilangina Contemporary epigraphic evidence shows that in 
parts of Tilangana the Tughluq rule came to an end even before 1330 Two 
Copper plate msemptions® of Prdlaya Vém?2 from Gunttr district, and another 
Stone record? from Nekarkal dated 1336, and the copper plate record dated 
1332! allude to Vémas conquest of Jands between Gundiikamma and 

6 ‘Isami op cit 
7 JTA Mp 107 


8 LR $7, Kaiftpat of Vamvéru, p 131 
9 S@sana padya manjart, No 67 
10 ET XXI, pp 271, ff 
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Mahanadi for his overlord Prdlaya Nayaka This confederacy soon over- 
powered the Delhi forces and compelled them to relinquish Coastal Andhra 
But they could not follow up their initial successes and clear the Muslims from 
the political stage of the Deccan, due to internal troubles and the aggression 
of the Gajapatis of Kalinga 


While Prolaya and Kapaya were busy in the coastal and central Andhra, 
the people of Kampili rose against Malik Magbtll, the governor Nuniz!! 
informs us that the people of the locality, as soon as they heard of the news 
of Sultan’s departure, refused to pay taxes, and rose under the leadership of 
the Chajukyan prince SOmadévaraya of the Aravidt family and reconquered 
lands occupied by the Tughluq officers Allustons to the exploits of S6ma- 
dévaraya in his Pragastis and inscriptions also show that he was in touch, 
if not in league, with the leaders of revolt in the Telugu country Ballala III 
of Dwarasamudra, taking advantage of the prevailing conditions, threw off 
tis allegiance to the Sultan and invaded the pravince of Kampth The 
kingdom of Kampil, located as it was in the forest recesses 1n the present 
Bellary district, with impregnable forts built on the mountain precipices 
played a very significant role in the politics of the Deccan in the early 14th 
century The founder of this state, Mummad: Singa, started his career as 
a vassal of Yadavas of Dévagir: After the defeat of Ramadéva at the hands 
of ‘Alau’d din, ind taking advantage of the subsequent confusion that prevailed 
in the Yadava hingdom Kampili Raya migrated to Anegondi and carved out 
an independent principality in that region He brought under his control 
various forts situited in Kurnool, Bellary and RaichOr districts and was 
always at war with the Hoysalaemperor Ballala Hts son Ramanatha, who 
was more famous than hus father as a soldier, improved the fortunes of the state 
and extended its frontiers Kampili was on hostile terms with the Tughlugs 
of Delhi from the beginning The refugees fiom Warangal, subdued by the 
Sultan, were given asylum in this kingdom =‘ The defiant attitude of Kampil 
Raya mvited on him the wraith of Muhammad bin Tughluq The immediate 
cause for the invasion was the asylum given to Bahau'd din Gurshasp who 
had rebelled 1gamst the Sultan and was dnven out of hus fief near Sdgar by 
the Imperial armies Kammita, the chief stronghold of Kamplli Raya was 
attacked by the Sultans army under Malik Ruknu’d din In the battle that 
ensued the Tughlug commander wis defeated This defeat lowered the 
prestige of the Sultan and gave a fresh impetus to the Hindu leaders to drive 
the Muslims from Deccan The SultGin, who was compelled to accept and 
act promptly, sent another army under the command of Qutbu’l-Mulk to 
chastise Kampili Raya Ramanatha distinguished himself in the cimpaign 
by repulsing the invader The second humiliation forced the Sultan to take 


11 Nuniz, in Sewell p 23 
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the field personally to wipe out the disgrace and re estabhsh his hegemony 
Mahk Zaida Khwaya-1 Jahan was sent at the head of the forces to lay siege to 
Kummata and spire no pins in destroying the power of Kampili The 
overpowering numbers of the Delhi forces swarmed the fort on all sides, and 
the Raya of Kampili escaped in the cover of darkness to another fort After 
arranging for the safety of his guest by sending him to Ballala’s court at Dwara- 
samudra, he perished in the final encounter with the Delhi army and the 
kingdom of Kampil: was annexed to the dominion of the Sultan Muhammad 
bin Tughluq appointed a Governor to rule over the newly conquered termtories 
but he was ineffective in his hold over the new conquests 


The hberation movement started in Coastal Andhra soon gained 
momentum and the Sultan's officers were attacked on all sides In the 
Krishni-Tungabhadra Doab, SOmadévaraya of the Aravidu family 
asserted his independence and reduced a number of forts Malik 
Magbbtl, the Tughluq governor, soon found that the rebels were too 
many and the force under his command too inadequate to stem the progress 
ofthe rebels Numuz!* tells us that Mahk Maqbill was compelledto take shelter 
in a fortress which had been closely besieged and he sent a letter to the Sultan 
at Delhi explaining hus difficulties On the recerpt of this news, the Sultan 
convened a Council and sought their advice He was advised to appommt as 
governor of this province someone who was related to Raya of Kampil: 
Acting on thts he released from prison stx men of Kampith who had been 
captured earlier and appointed two of them, Harthara and Bukka to the 
administration Having taken from them “ oaths and pledges of their loyalty 
as vassals, he sent them to their lands with a large following to defend them 
from any one who should desire to do them any injury ” 


This incident 1s not given any importance by the Indo-Perstan chraniclers 
Barani makes a very casual reference to it According to him the governor 
who was appointed by the Sultan was a relative of Kanya Nayak, the rebel 
leader of the land But this ts wrong The Hindu sources, Vidsaranjya 
Vrithanta and Vidjaranja Kalajfaana mention that Hanhara and his brother 
Bukka, the two Telugu ministers im the service of Kampili Raya, who had 
been taken prisoners by the Sultan at the time of the fall of HOsadurga were 
releised, sent at the head of an army to take charge of the province and also 
to chistise Ballala who seem to have taken part in this revolt. 


Harithira and Bukka set out from Delhi with the rmpertal forces and 
in course of time reached Kampili Their progress, as Numz wants us to 
believe, was not perhaps etsy and peaceful King Ballala and also the kith 
and kin of the Inte Rayas of Kampilt offered resistance After defeating the 
Hoysali forces they occupred the fort of Anegundi but, followmg a policy 

12 Sewell op cit, 71 
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of conciliation, soon endeared themselves to the people of the area Ltke 
many other schemes of the Sultan this arrangement of sending Harthara and 
Bukka to the south to restore order and rule 1s his vassals also failed 
Harthara apostasied from Islam,* revolted against his overlord and laid the 
foundations for the city and empire of Vyayanogar 


The origins of the founders of the empire as well as the circumstances 
under which the city of Vyayanagar came into existence are still obscure 
The late H Krishna Sastn, and along with him a host of other scholars, 
believed that Hanhara and Bukka were feudal chiefs of Hoysala Ballala ill 
and they later orgamsed the Empire of Vyryanigar at the expense of Hoysalt 
territory 3 This was supported by Srikantayya, Father Heras, S$ K Atyen- 
gar, and Saletore Some of them esen discount the part played by Vidya- 
ranya in the foundation of the city Saletore ascribes it to Bukha in 1368, 
even accuses the priests of Sringér: Mutt of forging the documents which 
refer to the Sage Vidyaranya and his advice to the founders to build a city 
called Vidya on the banks of Tungabhadra for mundane gains = This view 
was opposed to Sewell, Rangachari and Venkataramanayya Basing on the 
epigraphical and literary evidence they believe that Hamhara and Bukka, 
sons of Sangama were Officers of Kakatiya Prataparudra they fled to Kamptli 
after the capture of Warangal by Ulugh Khan and were taken captives by the 
Sultan to Delhi and Inter released and sent to the south to administer this 
kingdom and that they were responsible for the foundations of the city and 
the empire Venkataramanayya further discusses in detail the origin of the 
family of the Sangama and his sons and their relations with Ballala IIE as well 
as the theories propounded by Fr Heras and others who supported the line 
of argument of Fr Heras He makes out a strong case for accepting the 
Telugu origin of the founders and thetr intimate connections with the Kahati 
yas Whose Varaha lanchana and the Nayankira system in administration 
they have adopted !4 Sangama father of Harthara I 1s said to have been 
a powerful chtef though nothing definite 1s known about his achievements 
The father of Sangama was one Bukka who 1s occasionally mentioned 1n the 
inscriptions of hts descendants!’ A record dated 1314, obtained from 


Gozalavidu in the Kanigin taluga of Nellore district refers toa Bukkaraya 
Vodayalu bearing the titles 


** Samastabhuyanasraja, — paficha maha — §abda, 


mandalésyara, 
mururadyardganda, arrajya wbhala 


bhasagedappuyara} araganda, 
*{ For Bukkas conversion to Islam and his apostasy see Dr P. B : 

end of this Chapter Ed | . Desai’s note at the 
13. Report Archaeological Survey of India (ASR) 1907 8, pp 235 6 


14 Wenkataramanayya Vyayenagafa Origin of the City and the Empire 
15 Nellore District Inscriptions (NDI) Il Kg, 7 
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Navakhanda prithvtsvara, and viriipakshadiwya Srt pada padmara- 
dhaka,” etc 


The first three titles were never borne by the Vyayanagar kings, while 
other titles are peculiar to the descendants of the Sangama This inscription, 
which is antertor in date to the establishment of the kingdom of Vyayanagar 
clearly shows that Bukharaya Vodayalu, the progenitor of the family, held 
sway over parts of Nellore district, under Prataparudra Ii in 1314 His son 
Sangama had five sons and they were responsible for the foundation of the 
kingdom Of these Harthira the eldest began to rule in 1336, embraced 
Islam a few years before that date, and was appointed by Muhammad bin 
Tughluq as governor of Kampilt which had been annexed to the Tughluq 
Empire in 1327 Harihara ruled first his province from Kunjarakona and 
later from Vyayanagar He was reconverted to Hinduism some time before 
1336, with the blessings of sage Vidydranya, revolted against Sultan and 
asserted his independence 


Vyayanagar tradition, as embodied in Vidyaranya kalajfiana'® and 
other works, credit Vidydranya with the foundations of the city of Vyayanagar. 
Nuniz, however, states that “‘ Deorao” or ‘‘ Dehorao’’ whom Muhammad 
bin Tughlug sent to govern the kingdom of Nagundym built a city on the banks 
of river Tungabhadra on the advice of the sage Vidyaranya Literature and 
inscriptions of the subsequent years fully corroborate the above version 
Ahdbilapat:, the author of Virtipaksha champu'? refers to a deia nripatt as 
the ruler of the city butlt by Vidydranya the prince of ascetics He was also 
an eye-witness of the Spnng Festival when Vidyfranya, accompamied by 
his disciples, offered worship to the processional image of VirGipaksha and 
Pampambika atHampi1” Since Vidydranya died in 1386, AhGbilapati’s 
composition should be dated prior fo that And the deva nripatt, alluded 
toin Virtipaksha champi, should be identified with Harihara I The Kapalirit 
plates!’ of 1336-37 state that Vidydnagar was built by Harthara I according 
to the instructions of Vidyarany1 ‘‘ The sage told the king thus Oh! Lord, 
found a city named Vidya, as beautiful as Alaka (Kubéra’s city) which shall 
be a forest of learning (Ira-Sarasvati)” The King is said to have carried out 
the instructions of the sige and built a city called Vyayanagar where he cele- 
brated fs coronation But another inscription dated 1368 shows that 
Bukka I, brother and successor of Harthara, having conquered all the world, 
built a splendid city called Vyjayanagart, the ety of victory '9 Thus we find 
three persons, Vidyaranya, Harihara and Bukka responsible for the construc- 
tion of the city This apparent confusion is to be explained if we presume 

16 Further Sources Ul, p 11 ff, Mb, Gd 46 
17 Ibid, Pt I, p 55 

18 NDI, Vol I, Cp No 15 

19 ECV, Cn, 256, Venkataramanayya, op cit 56 
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that Harthara I, who appointed his brother Bukka Yuvartja and gave him 
all the wealth of the empire, working on the tdea given by Vidy Srany under 
instructions from Hanhara, executed the construction of the city 


Harsthara had four brothers, Kamp, Bukka, Mirapp2 and Muddippa 

These were the sons of Sangama of the Yadasa family and claimed to belong 
to the Lunar race The dynasty started by them was known as Sangama 
dynasty All the five brothers were devoted disciples of high priests of 
Snngtn Mutt to which they made large grants These five brothers worked 
hard in expanding their territories, they did not assume royal titles but styled 
themselves only as Mahamandalésvara They busied themselves in organising 
the country brought under their control and give it a stable admunustr tion 

Harihara J ruled over the west and Bukka over the central division while 
Kampa was entrusted with the administration of the eastern coast with Udava- 
einashischieftown Muddappi administered Mulbagal in the castern corner 
of Mysore and Marappa took on him the responsibility of organising the 
present Karwar and ShimBdga districts 7° 


This rapid expansion of Vyayanigir power under Hanhar was checked 
by pressures particularly of the Hoysalas and their dependents in the South 
and West, and the Bahmani Sultans inthe North When exactly the struggle 
between the Hoysalis and the founders of Vyayanigar begin is not Known. 
By 1338 war had broken out in Konkan and along the eastern frontier of 
Ballala's empire Vallappa Doandandyaka 1s said to have defended his 
Taster against Hanihara I near Kolar While Balista 1V was beige crowned 
at Dwarasamudra tn 1343 the Sangama brothers started the subjugation of 
Hoysala kingdom 1n a systematic manner Taking advantage of the old 
Hoysala emperor’s stay m the south defending his frontiers against the 
Sultans of Madura, Hamhara conquered by 1346 nearly the whole of Hoysala 
territories and celebrated his victories in the company of his brothers, officers 
and relatives at Srirangam In the south the Sultanate of Madura was also 
expanding making encroachments on the Hoysila kingdom And tn the 
north, ‘Alau’d din Hasan Bahman Shah, who had revolted against Muhammad 
bin Tughtug and founded an independent state of hus own, also embarked on 
a Career of conquest Ferishta?! tells us that *‘ Alau'd-din I wrested Kaulas 
from the Raya of Warangal, reduced a number of other Hindu chieftains 
includmg perhaps Hanhara of Vyayanigar This rising power of the 
Bahmanis 1n the North and of the Sultanate of Madura m the south, threatened 
to sandwich the kingdom of Vyayanigar, but it gamed sufficient Strength to 
annihilate the Madura Sultanate m 1377-8 and to stem Bahmant advance 
beyond the Krishna-Tungabhidra Doab 


20 Local Records (ZR) 46 pp 236 7, Alankara Sudhanidh: NDI,CP No 15,EC,X p 70 
21 =Venhataramanayya Earl Muslim Expansion in South India, 158 ff 
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Chronolog; of Vyayanagar Rulers 

The chronology of different dynastres that ruled over the destinies 
of Vyayanagar 1s also a difficult problem requiring satisfactory solution 
The genealogical table given by Robert Sewell needs revision in view of new 
epigraphical and literary data, now available Of these, the Kalajfdna texts, 
one attributed to Vidyaranya, other to Sivayya and a third to Virappayya, 
supplemented by data from Keladinripavyayam, Vyayanagara Samrajyamu, 
and the kaviles of Gorakallu and the affaya prepared at the instance of 
Venkata II are useful source materials They supply us not only the duration 
of the kings’ rule but also of each retgn, though there are some differences 
in their accounts 22 


Nuniz23 mentions only ten kings of the first dynasty Sewell accepted 
this number in his book, A Forgotten Empire, though he included fourteen 
names besides the one in between Dé€vardya II and Mallikaryuna in his 
‘Table for Reference’ Krishna Sastri accepted the sts of Nuniz and 
Sewell but showed an inclination to modify them Vidjdranya kalajfiana 
however gives the names of thirteen kings of the first dynasty, while Virappayya 
supplements ist with their regnal periods The mformation of the former 
finds corroboration mm the inscriptions 24 Vidjaranja halajftina assigns 
to the kings of the first or Sangam dynasty a rule of 150 years while Virappayya 
has 155, Keladinripa Vyaya gives the total period as 232 years It 1s clear 
from the inscriptions that the kingdom of Viyiyanagar was founded in 1336 
and Sajuva Narasimha, the founder of the Second Dynasty, se1zed power in 
1486 This clearly gives 150 years’ rule for the first dynasty | Succession 
was not always peaceful and unquestioned After the death of Harthara II 
in 1404 there was struggle for succession between Bukka II, who was recognised 
as heir-apparent, and Viriipaksha Similarly after the death of Dévaraya I 
we find mention, of many pomces 28 Tulets Unstances of younk rule ate alse net 
uncommon  Yittipaksha II ruled until 1485, when he was murdered by his 
eldest son who however could not succeed to the throne His younger brother 
Proudha Déva Raya or “Paderrao” of Nuniz ruled for a short period The 
Saluvas or the second dynasty ruled for a short time and the information 
about them 1s also meagre Only two kings, Sajuva Narasimha and his son 
Immadt Narasimha, sat on the throne Though the length of Sajuva Nara- 
pha § reign 1s not mentioned correctly in the Kalajfdanas other details supplied 

: them are corroborated by the inscriptions The Tuluvas who succeeded 
the Saluvas, and their achievements are described in detail The first king 
of this dynasty was Vira Narasimha Virappayya kalajfana is categorical 


a 
22. Further Sources, Il, Nos 14 15, 16 17,p 14 
23° Sewell op cit, App C. p 404 


24° Further Sources 1 
P 62, gives a clear picture of the kin mentioned va 
tascniptions and Kalajndnas, along with ther regnal pear ee prerr 
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that Vira Narasimha Raya, the eldest son of Narasa Nayak, was responsible 
for the murder of Immad: Narasimha and that he ruled for five years Nuniz 
attributed the assassination to Narasa Nayak Knshnaswamy Tyengar 
questioned the statement of Nuniz and ascribed this act of regicide to Vira 
Narasimha son of Narasa Nayak Vira Narasrmhais assigned a rule of six 
years Krnishnadevaraya succeeded him in 1509 Kalayfiaina records that 
Knshnadévaraya’s reign commenced in the month Varsakha of the cyclic 
year Sukla and his coronation according to Vyajyanagara Sanirajyamu war 
celebrated in the month of Avant of Sukla and on the Sriyayanti day, that 1s 
Wednesday, 8 August 1509 He ruled for 21 years and was succeeded by 
his brother Achyuta, who ruled for 12 years from 1530 to 1542 He was 
succeeded by Sdlakarayu Tirumala for a short period of 6 months After 
him Sadaéiva, under the regency of Ramara, ruled from 1543 to 1565 The 
Aravidu line of kings that came to power subsequently ruled from 1571 to 1630 
when confusion broke out and with Bijapur invasion in 1638 Viyyayanagar as 
a power ceased to exist The chronology of the Aravidu family 1s fairly simple 
and Vyajyanagara Samrajyamu stops with Venkata II but Virappayya 
Kalajfidna continues the story up to the end of Ramadeva II But about the 
successors of Ramadéva we have very little information And even here the 
Kalajfiana versions find full corroborations in the data supphed im inscriptions 
and in Portuguese chroniclers 


il THE SANGAMAS 
(1336—1485) 


Harthara I (1336-1354-5) 


Hanhara J and hrs four brothers who took a leading part in the founda- 
tron of the kingdom strenuously worked not only for tts expansion but also 
for its consolidation Epigraphical records and account left by Ibn Batita 
show that Harthara I was firmly established on the throne in 1339 The year 
1342 witnessed the murder of Ballala III by Ghiyathu’d din of Madura and 
hardly 4 years later Vira Virtipaksha Ballala IV was slain ina fight with the 
Sultan This was taken advantage of by Harthara and his brothers and the 
Hoysala dominions were annexed to their kingdom But their progress 
to the north was challenged by the Bahmanis within ten years after the founda- 
tion of Vyayanagar The founder of the Kingdom, ‘Alau’d din Bahman 
Shih, took the earliest opportumity to send armies against Harthara under 
Mubarak Khan This officer marched to Raichfir, laid siege to the fort and 
reduced it25 He ss said to have tendered his submission offering horses and 
wealth This ts the first conflict between the two states An inscription 


25 Sewell op cit, p 7, 1dentifies Harthara with Hanap of the Portuguese chronrclers 
and Ibn: Batata 





VIJAYANAGAR 89 


of the year 1356 indicates that Harthara repatred this loss by a subsequent 
battle against the Sultan in which he succeeded Another interesting episode 
connected with the attack of the Bahmani Sultan 1s alluded to by ‘Isdmi and 
following him, by Syed ‘Ali, 1s about the chief Khiupras holding the fort of 
Kimba or Kemiba situated near Sagar It was besieged by Safdar Khan who 
was murdered by his own soldiers, and Sultan ‘Alau’d din had to take the 
field himself for the second time to retrieve hts forces 


Bukka I — (1354-5-- 1377) 

Bukka I succeeded Harthara to the throne of Vyayanagar He had 
to wage war on two fronts at a very critical moment, against the Bahmanis 
and the Sultanate of Madura. He personally supervised the operations 
against the Bahmani Sultan, and his son Kumara Kampapa was entrusted 
with the task of extirpating the Sultanate of Madura Bukka, who ruled till 
about 1377, was a great warrior, statesman and patron of letters Both 
Fertshta26 and Syed ‘Ali?’ refer to the war between the Bahmani Sultan and 
Vyiyanagar in 1359 ‘Alau’d-din was succeeded by Muhammad Shah I 
Both Kipaya Nayaka and Bukka I are said to have asked Muhammad 
Shah Bahmani to restore all the Iands conquered by his father from them 
eather, failing which they not only threatened to invade his country but also 
invoke the help of the Sultan of Delhi for his destruction Muhammad Shah 
after some procrastination sent a defiant reply by mahing a counter demand 
of customary offerings due to him on his accession While Kapaya sent armies 
under Naga Nayakha, cousin of AnapGta, to secure Kaulas, Bukka sent the 
Vyayanagar army to co operate with him in this campaign Muslim historians 
record that the confederacy was defeated by the Bahmani general Bahadur 
Khan, and the king of Warangal was compelled to pay large amount of money 
Syed ‘All attributes this attach of Muhammad Shah on Vyayanagar to his 
desire to expand his territomes Whether it was for expansion or for com- 
peling the Raya to pay his musicians Muhammad Shah marched against 
Vijayanagar, defeated the Raya and laid waste the whole country Then he 
marched towards Filampatan in Tilangana which he soon captured 28 The 
other version of this episode as recorded in the chronicle of the Palaigars of 
Nadimidoddipilem, shows that in his victorious wars against Bahmani Sultan, 
Bukka was helped by Mesa Timma Nayudu of Kummata Thus the two 
versions give contradictory accounts of the results of Viyayanagar-Bahmani 
wars However, the absence of any stipulated account ether of boundaries 
or tribute in the description of peace terms as recorded by Fenshta himself, 
seems to lend credence to the veracity of the Hindu chronicles 22 On the 


sees nS 

26 Briggs, Il, p 201 

27 IA, Vol, XXVIH, p 180 

23) «1A, XXVIII, p 180, Bnggs HH, pp 308 19 

29 Venkataramanayya, op cit, No 28, Bnggs, Il, pp 308 319 
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notthern front there was a temporary cessation of hostilities till the accession 
of Mujahid Shah in 1375 


Vyayanagar expedition to the south under the command of Kumara 
Kampana assisted by Sajuva Mang and the minister G6panna 1s an epoch- 
making event in the history of South India*® The Vuyayanagar forces 
marched onwards to Madura, conquered that small kingdom, restored the 
temples of Srirangam Kafichi, Madura and other places The early records?! 
of the period bear testrmony to this achievement of Kampana = The subjugation 
of the entire south however, was later completed by VirBpaiksha,** the 
firstsonof Harthara II] who conquered Chdjamandala and the Pandyan 
kingdom Buhka was responsible for the expansion of the kingdom, and he 
nchly deserves the title Hindu Rajya Suratrana We strove his utmost to 
achieve the objects for which the kingdom had come into existence One step 
towards this objective was the renovation of temples and the restoration of the 
agtaharas Sfyana, the famous commentator was patronised by him 
Bukkha was also tolerant to other creeds, restored harmomies between Vaishnavas 
arid Jainas and above all increasing the prosperity of the state Ferishta 
writes that “ in power, wealth, and extent of the country the Rayas of Byanagar 
greatly exceeded the Bahmanlis His kingdom was well populated, his subjects 
submitted to his authority whrle the chiefs of Ma‘bar, Ceylon, and other 
countnes kept ambassadors in his court and sent mch presents annually.33 


In the last years of Bukka Sultan Mujahid Shah Bahmant demanded 
the cession of Raichflr Doab with the fort of Banka@ptir, to which the Raya 
replied that the forts of RaichOr and Mudgal really belonged to his family and 
the Sulfin was not yustrfied in demanding their surrender Mujahid Shah, 
offended by this retort, crossed the doab, sent a force against Ad6nland himself 
marched with another contingent against Vyayanagar The hostilities 
lasted for over six months Bukki never gave any pitched battle but always 
hid himselfin the woods He died in 1377 and was succeeded by Hanhara II 


The country was still in the midst of a war = =Muyahid was making 
desperate but unsuccessful attempts to capture Vyayanagar itself Nor 
was his army able to reduce Adin! Discomfited before Vyayanagar, Mujahid 
had to yoin the army which was besieging Adnt Bukka died of a malady 
contracted by him while moving in the woods in the course of his wars against 
the Brhmanis Hasshara’s nephew Vira Chennappa Odaya distinguished 
himself in his war against Muyahid and earned for himself the approbation of 
the King Frustrated in the campaign Muythid returned to his capital 34 


3) Sources, p 80, quoting Madhura } asam, p 123 

3 Sewell Hestorical Inscriptions of South India, p 199 
32 EF UW, p 224 fT 

33° Bress, 1 p 430 


34 [Sterwant Batotaats, 129 123 gives a reasoned account of this campaign EdJj 
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Harthara IT (1377-1404) 

Harthara had along and eventful reign of 27 years, during which period 
he introduced many reforms in the admmmistratrve set-up The kingdom was 
repeatedly threatened by invasions from the Bahmant side On the north- 
eastern border, contiguous to their province of Udayagiri, the principality of 
the Reddis of Addanki was gaming power which also rendered that frontier 
insecure In Tilangina the death of Kapaya Nayak occurred in the battle of 
Bhimavaram and the occupation of the fort of Warangal by the Vélama chief 
Anapdta boded difficulties, for Harthara IJ had doubts about the loyalty and 
friendship of Anapdta and his descendants who became very aggressive, and 
this alsa caused alarm in the nund of the emperor 


The empire of Vyayanagar was the creation of the jo:nt efforts of the 
Sangama brothers and their children Though Harthara and Bukka were 
acknowledged as overlords, the kingdom was not a well-knit unit but was a 
mon of semi-autonomous units ruled almost independently by princes of the 
royal blood Harthara felt that this arrangement was not working satisfactorily 
since the resources of the kingdom could not be fully mustered and used for 
its defences He subsequently reorganised the State by removing his cousins 
from power in their principalities and appointing his own children as governors 
and viceroys Virlipaksha was entrusted with the administration of the Tamil 
districts in the place of Kumara Kampana, Dévaraya took charge of the 
Udayagir: mandala from the two sons of Kampana I, Bukka II as Yasaraja 
was charged with administration of Mulabagal, the Araga and the Banavas 
regions, originally under Madapa and later under Udayagir Virupanna, were 
placed under the control of his minister Madhava Having thus secured his 


position within the kingdom Harthara II could embark ona career of conquest 
and expansion 


The appointment of Devaraya as governor of Udayagiri was perhaps 
the beginning of a series of wars which contimued 1n that region almost till the 
end of the Third Dynasty Dévaraya, who was capable and ambitious, had 
conceived the idea of making the river Krishna the north-eastern boundary 
ofthe kingdom This brought him into conflict with the Reddis of Kondavidu 
and for over 26 years Dévaraya strove ceaselessly to undermine their power 
and annex their kingdom The policy adopted by Dévaraya towards the 
Reddis and other chiefs in Coastal Andhra was partly dictated by the change 
of political conditions in Tilangana The mse of Vélamas under AnapOta, 
ee according to the Indo-Persian historians was on fnendly terms with 

Yayanagar, and the wars between the Bahmani Sultan and the Racherla chiefs 
ae se in the cession of Golkonda and other territories to Muhammad 
e aa an agreement between these two states, necessitated reappraisal of 
ra ton and a change of policy towards the V@lamas The Racherla 

lets, after ther allhance with the Bahmanis, continuously molested the ReddIs 
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of Kondavidu, and consequently the north-castern border of the Vyayanagar 
kingdom became insecure Harihara’s matn task was therefore to break this 
alliance and with that purpose he sent an expedition under Immadi Bukka, 
the Yiaraja He was helped by Saluva Ramadéva and Nayankaracharya 
Kampana 33 In the battle that was fought near Kotakonda, Ramadéva 
fell, but according to Vardyarajavallabham,** the Vélam+ forces and the army 
of the Bahmani Sultan that came to the rescue of the Racherla chief was routed 
But Harthara failed to break the alliance or to annihilate the power of the 
Vélamas A second expedition was therefore launched some time in 1390, 
and according to Velugotnarnamégavali3? the Vyayinagir army under the 
commind of Dandanatha Gunda was defeated by Pedavédagiri, son of 
Mada and a nephew of Anipdta Dévaraya marched with a Jarge army to 
‘Alamptr on the Tungabhidra under the command of his father, perhaps to 
lead an attack against the Buhmani Sultan or to prevent an attack by him It 
wis in thts campaign which lasted for ten years that Bukk+ II attacked Panagal 
with the help of Irugappa Dandanatha The subjugation of Panagal 1s signi- 
ficant as 1t became the basis for al! future Vyayanagar campaignsinto Tilangana 
These incidents are not noticed by Indo-Persian historians But an indirect 
admission of the fall of Panagal 1s made while describing the war of 1417 of 
Firdz Shah Bahmani who made an unsuccessful attack agamst Panagal to 
capture it The Kalésvaram inscription?® of Dévaraya I, dated Saka 1319— 
1397, actually refers to the progress of Vuyayanagar armies up to 
Kalésvaram on the banks of the Godavari, in modern Karjmnagar district, 
where the victory of Harihara was celebrated by Déviraya I 


The kingdom of Vyayanagar under Harhara expanded considerably, 
The Reddis were humbled and large portions of their kingdom in Kurnool, 
Nellore and Gunttir districts annexed a 


Ferishta refers to a major war between the Sultan and the Raya about 
1398 99 “Dew Ray of Biynagar with thirty thousand horses and a vast army 
of foot invaded the Doab Firdz Shah Bahmani who ascended the throne 
tn 1397, accepted the challenge, mobilised his forces and marched toward 
Sagar " According to Ferishta a stratagem of Qazi Siray led to Firdz’s 
Success in overpowering D€vardya’s army and the death of his son Actually 
as usual, the Sultan marched upon the capital of the Hindu kingdom and 
finally peace was made and the Raya pid the Sultan 10 lakh hons as ransom 39 
Syed * All? however, has a different version of this campaign According 


35. EC, Vol XII, CK, 15 
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to him Firéz Shih, with an army marched towards the forts of Sigar. When 
the cluefs of that district rendered their submission and the Raya paid 33,000 
tankas the Sultan returned to his capital. This campaign finds a distant 
echo in the copper plate inscription of Annadéva Choda ruling in the 
Godavari district of Coastal Andhra Hes said to have assisted ‘The Turushka 
king’ in defeating the king of Karnata at Sagar. 


This reverse did not affect the stability of the Kingdom which extended 
to the eastern, southern and western seas; and Hanhara now assumed Imperial 
titles, being the first Vyayanagar ruler to do so. Though a worshipper of 
Siva, he was no sectarian, A scholar and a patron of men of letters, Harhara, 
with the help of erudite scholar minister Sa€yanacharya and capable generals 
hike Irugappa, ruled the empire with dignity. During the last yeass of his 
reign the Deccan witnessed a devastating famine which forced people to migrate 
to areas free from this calamity. Harihara died in 1404 which led to a war of 
succession. Virflpiksha I seized the throne but was ousted by Bukka II who 
tuled for two years Ultimately Dévaraya managed to obtain power and was 
crowned at Vyayanagar on Friday 10th of Sukla half of Kartrka in the cyclic 
year Vyfiya, corresponding to Saka 1328/22 October 1406.4! 


Deyartya f (1404-1422) 


Dévaraiya I assumed power in the midst of a foreign invasion and a 
civil war at home His minister Lakshmidhara was saved from a plot aimed 
against hus life42 This confusion was taken advantage of by his enemies, 
and the Reddis of Konday du, whom he had humibated while serving as gover- 
nor, invaded Udayagir! Rajya Malla Reddi, a cousin of Peda Komati 
Véma of Kondavidu, marched with his army and occupied Pottapinadu and 
Pulugulantidu,? while another Bedar chief in western Mysore rebelled. 


41 £C,¥,Hn, 133 
42. SH, Vol IV, No 267, ASI, Ar Rep 1907 08, p 245 


43 Prolaya Vema's authority extended over AhSbalam in Kumool district but thts ares 
was conquered from him by Harthara I Vinukonda, when Véma asserted his :nde- 
pendence and crowned himself, was also captured by Bukka The nivalnes between 
Vuayanagar and the Reddis assumed proportions when Dévaraya I was in charge 
of the Government of Udayagiri Devarlya wrested from the Reddis $rigadam and 
Trpurintakam as well as the coastal strip up to Métupall:, including Addank!, taking 
advantage of weak successors of Ana Véma But soon friendly relations were restored 
between the two kingdoms through Kajaya Vema the generalissimo of Komiragin, 
the reigning sovereign Hanhara gave his daughter in mamage to Kaya Prabho, 
son of Kajaya Vema_ In the last ycars of Komiragin, trouble started at Kondavidu 
duc to the premature death of Virs Anapdta, his son «The Kingdom was divided into 
three parts ¢ Kondavidu, with ns dependencies, was given to Peda Komati Vtma, 
and Rajshmundrt and the region round it to Kayaya Vérnain 1403 See M S Sarma 
The History of Reddt Aingdoms Venkataramanayya "The Reddis and Rayas,” 


Triverl, Vi, p 273 ff, El, XIU, p 253, and V, Rangachan, Inscriptions of 
Afadras Presidency, WU, p 378 
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The Bahmini Sultan Firdz Shah also made common cause with the Reddis. 
Ferishta tells us that the Sultan invaded Vyayanagar in 1406 to save a gold- 
smith girl of Mudgal from Dévaraya I, who sent his armtes to bring her by 
force to Vyayanagar The girl with her parents fled from Mudgal and took 
refuge with the Bahmani Sultan The Raya’s forces are said to have Jaid 
waste the country and the Sultan retaliated by entering the Vyayanagar 
territory, he reduced the fort of Bankapfr, concerted measures to attack AdGnl 
and invested the citadel of Vyayanagar, which he fatled to reduce The 
Raya 1s said to have expected help from Malwa and Khandésh which, however, 
was not forthcoming He had to sue for peace and according to the terms, 
gave his daughter in marnage to the Sultan, ceded Bankaptir as dowry and 
paid a large indemnity ** Syed ‘Ali,45 whose account 1s more sober 
informs us that Sultan marched with a large army, occupied Bhanflr and 
Musalkal and returned to his capital after exacting an indemnity of thirty- 
three lakh hons Both these historians do not refer to the arrears of tribute 
among the causes of the conflict nor the promise of its payment in the terms 
of peace Nuniz who says that Aja Rio (Dévaraya) was always at war 
with the Moors, does not refer to the marrage of his daughter with FirGz 


An examination of the conditions in the central and Coastal Andhra 
during this period would clearly show that the Reddi and Bahmant myvasions 
against Viyayanagar were interconnected Both these invasions took place 
in 1406 immediately after the accesston of Dévaraya J Velugétnarinamgavaht 
hints at this alliance between Peda KOmatt‘Véma and Firéz Shah Bahmani 
However Dévaraya I proved equal to the occasion, he not only withstood the 
impact and Iaunched an offensive against his enemies, but conquered Udaya- 
giri from Kondavidu before 1413, and placed it under his son Ramachandra, 
His son Vyaya Bukka II quelled the disturbances that arose in the 
Mysore area These disturbances in the kingdom of Rayahmundn ruled by 
Kataya Véma who was related to him, claimed his attention Kiataya Véma 
had obtained from Kuméa@ragin the territories of Rajahmundn and he 
tried to consolidate his position there This was challenged by Annadéva 
a member of Eruva chiefs of Telugu Chola family, who Managed to secure fir 
himself the help of Vélama chiefs He ts said to have seized the region between 
the Krishna and the Godavari and prevented Kataya Véma from enjoying this 
gift He also explotted the rvalry between Kataya Véma and the Bahmani 
Sultan, by inviting Firdz Shah to invade the coastal area The Sultan who 
was eager to extend his influence to Coastal Andhra seized this opportunit 
He moved with his forces into the corstal districts This forced Kataya seid 
to seek the help of his friend and ally, the Raya of Vijayanagar He met 
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him at AhDbalam im 1410,46 and perhaps as a consequence of this meeting, 
Vyayanagar armies moved against Kataya’s enemies into the Godavari delta 
im 1415 This intervention of Vyyayanagar in the politics of Coastal Andhra 
impelled Fir6z Shah to despatch his forces, ostensibly to help his so called 
fnend Annadéva Choja, but actually ta conquer Coastal Telugu country 
The Vélama chiefs also assisted the Sultan in this campaign The Rajahmundn 
Museum plates of Annadéva ChOja describe in detail the events of this cam 
paign Three victories are claimed by him against Karnata at the battles 
of Attu: and Kakarapart: The result of this campaign was that D€varaya I 
suffered a sennes of disasters and Kataya Véma lost his life at the hands of 
Gajarfivu Tippa, a Vélama chief of Koppunulja sub sect, in the battle of 
Gundukolanu near Elfiru (in the present West Godavart district) The 
authonty of Sultan Firdz Shah now extended over the coastal area Syed 
‘All, tells us that the Sultan ‘“‘being determined to conquer Telingana proceeded 
in that direction, till having got near Rayahmundr, he conquered many forts 
and districts of that country and having taken promises of the whole of that 
territory, then set out for his capital’’4? This 1s partly corroborated by a 
contemporary inscription A record*® from Védadri in the Naindigama 
taluga of Krishna district, dated 18 July 1417, refers to the officers of Firdz 
Shah ruling over the banks of Krishna 1n the coastal area 


Firdz Shah could not, however, enjoy the fruits of his success for long. 
As he was pushing forward towards Rayahmundr Devariya I invaded Nal- 
gonda and Panagal, seized the capital of Firdz Shah’s ally and cut off Ins line 
of communications Firéz was obliged to return to his capital, suspending 
his operations in the Godavar: regions, to arrange for the recapture of Panagal 
He met with stubborn resistance Even after two years of siege Firdz could 
not reduce the fort of Panigal There was also a realignment of alliances 
The Vélamas of Rachakonda, who were in league with the Bahmanis since 
the death of Kapiya Nayak in 1365 and had fought aga:nst Vyayanagar as 
allies of the Bahmant Sultiin, suddenly changed sides and befriended their 
old enemy the Raya The reasons for this chinge of sides are not far to seek. 
The Sulfin entered into an alhance with Peda Komatt Vema of Kondavidu 
with whom the Vélam1s had a family feud, as this helped him to extend his 
frontier to the east +Véma welcomed the alliance as it gave him a chance for 
humihating the Vélamas who had killed his brother Macha The Vélamas, 
in their anuety to maintain the integrity of the:rr own kingdom, sought the 
help of the Riya In the battle which ensued, Fir6z Shah suffered a crushing 
defeat and fled in pamic “? This took place in 1419 In the meanwhile, 
Se 
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conditions at Rapthmundes had also tmproved Allada, the general of Kataya 
Venn espoused the cause of Kumisagiri’s san, deferted Peda Romitt Vima 
at Ramegvorim and put him to flight Then he fought with Annidtsa and 
fis son Virabhidra and billed theman an engigement But tn the course of 
the war, Kumaragit? for whombe hid fought so miny battles, died, and his 
sister Amtalh suceceded nm Aliads, however, arranged the mirnige of 
Anitallt, with Ins son Virabhadra, and ruled the kingdom on her bohilf 
Ped. Komiti Véma, who was humimted and dmven from Raphmundn, 
could not rule tis hingdom from Kondavide inperce The Vélimas tried 
to avenge the death of Beda Védugirt whohid been billed by Peda Romats 
Vimi = They took advantage of the Kondavidu king's helplessness after 
the defen of Suljin FirGz at Panipat atticked Ped: KRomat) V&ma and 
killed hina *° 


In the last years of D&virtiga LT there was again some trouble in the 
western portion of Udayagir? mand:lia A Telugu Choja chief, AhObala 
of the Apratirmilla firmly, revolted tn the Pushpagirl region = This rising was 
quelled by Dévarfy1 To and his son Vywa who marched agunst him anp 
devastated the cipital of the Cho}a chief! Numiz gives no credit to Viny+ 
as he ‘did nothing worth relaung’ but the focal records show him = as an 
energetic prince who took a Jeading part in miny of his father’s wars 


Dtvarnya I was 1 great soldier and statesman He succeeded tn 
breaking the allance between the V@linns and the Bahnants, delivered a 
blow to the power of the Sulfan and increased the prestige of Vyiyanagrr, 
He was uso a greit builder Has trrgation works, the dam across the 
Tungabhidra, and witcr channels taken into the city which was suffering 
from water scircity, are noteworthy, Both Nuniz and Nicolo de Cont 
pay well-deserved tributes to Dévurayas achievements From the latter's 
pen we huve a grapluc description of the city of Vayayanagir 2 


Dévaraiya I dicd in the middle of 1422 after a rule of 16 years and was 
succeeded by his sons Vira Vyayaand Raimoachindra who sat on the throne 
only for a few months, and the crown finally passed to Dévara 
Vira Vyrya in 1425-26 The duration of Vira Viyaya’s rule has been different! 
given in different sources Numiz assigns lum six yerrs, Virappryya ten ee 
the Karfijats five Inscriptions show him ruling for three or four seiKe ani 


even durnng that period his son Dévaraya Ut | 
arays ud a myo 
admimstration yor share in the 


ya Ji, son oF 
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Désaraya I (1425-6—1446-7) 


DEévaraya succeeded Vira Vyaya at a time when the Bahmani Sultan 
was preparing for an inyasion presumably to avenge the disaster suffered by 
his brother at the battle of Panagii Jt is not clear from Fernshta’s and 
Syed ‘Al’s accounts5} whether Dévaraya II was directly involved in this 
campaign All the wars were fought in Tilangana and against the Vélamas 
who had betrayed the Bahmani Sultan in the earlter battles However, 
Dévaraya If was least affected by these wars. 


The affairs in the Kingdom of Kondavidu drew the attention of Dévaraya 
immediately after his accession. With the death of Peda Komati Véma and 
the murder of his unworthy son Racha Véma after a briefrule, the Reddi 
kingdom of Kondavidu disappeared from the political stage and those territories 
became the scene of many a battle between the ambittous monarchs of the 
neighbouring States—the Gajapatis, Hayapatis and Narapatis Nothing 
is cleirly Known about Kondavidu between 1424 and 1428 The focal records*4 
of Gunttr district refer to one Langtila Gajapati who 1s said to have ruled 
over this area A Chat verse55 ascribed to Srinatha, the court-poet of 
Pedy Komti Véma, gives a description of the kingdom of the Reddis ‘‘The 
chiefs that rule at present over Kondavidu are as numerous as the sluices 
carrying off river’s water, the snake holes on the earth, the hair growing on 
the body of a boar and the trees of a jungle offings, providing shelter to the 
birds in flight This is certainly an overstatement of facts In 1428 
We find the chiefs Panta Mailaras® and Telungu Rayas? son of Sajuva 
Sanbhuvaraya claiming lordship over certain possessions of the erstwhile 
Kondavidu kingdom Dévaraya II, who had his eye on the east coast, managed 
to bring under his sway all these chieftains and proceeded against Kondavidu 
which fell some trme before 1432 making the Krishna the north-eastern boundary 
of the Viyzyanagar empire The reference in the Vemavaram*® plates of 
Allayi Véma, dated 1434, to an attack of the Karnata kung on the Gayapati, 
and the part pliyed by Allada in bringing those rival kings together as friend,s 
may have to be assigned to this period The errly years of Dévaraya II’s 
Teign also witnessed a great change among the Vélamas whom hus father 
Dévaraya 1 hid befriended and protected from Bahmani encroachments. 
But they could not completely forget their earlier enmity. If Velugotnarivame 
sayalt can be reed upon, they seem to have raided the northern districts 


ee 
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of Vyayanagar during the reign of Dévaraya I] During this period the kingdom 
of the Vélamas was divided between the two sons of Ravu Singa I namely 
Anapota land MadaI The former ruled the northern half from Rachakonda 
while Mada I governed the southern portion with Dévarhonda as his head- 
quarters Anap6ta 1 and his descendants suffered from frequent attacks 
from the Bahmani Sultiin while Mada had a comparatively peaceful time 
As has been mentioned already the fight between the Vélamas andthe Bahmanis 
was a Jong drawn one Both Fertshta and Syed ‘Ali refer to these wars 
started by Ahmad Shah in 1425 The ruler of Tilangana was killed and 
Warangal was occupied The rest of Tilangana was subdued by Khan- 
A‘zam by reducing the other forts in the possession of the heirs of the Raya 
In 1428, Sultan Ahmad confirmed the regal insignia on one of his own sons 
Dawttd Khan and sent him to rule over Tilangana 59 Ahmad Shah died m 
April 1435 and was succeeded by ‘ Alfu’d-din Ahmad If His brother 
Muhammad Klan rebelled but he was promptly putdown The Sultan 
granted him pardon and bestowed on him the fortress and the revenue of 
Raichttr® which fell vacani on the death of his brother Dawtd 


From the above account of Ferishta, Warangal and Tilangana fell into 
the hands of the Sultan by 1425 but Syed ‘Ali informs us that the Sultan ynvaded 
Tilangana in 1425 with the object of conquering the country He captured 
the forts of Warangal and Mandal andthe Rajas of Rajahonda and Dévarhonda 
submitted and hid to pay tribute ®! In 1432, he myaded again, captured 
Ramgir and conferred Bhongir as jagir on Sanjar Khan It 1s evident therefore 
that between 1425 and 1435 the Riacherla family, which had ruled Warangal 
since 1365, was ousted and most of Tilangana passed under Bahmani rule 
The displaced Racherla chefs migrated mto the neighbouring States where 
they tried to carve a small principality for themselves Anapdta II established 
himself as chief of Medak, and perhaps in association with Linga of Dévarkonda, 
disturbed peace in the outlying provinces of Vyayanagar He 1s said to have 
marched against Kondavidu and spread destruction m the Tamil districts 
defeating Sambéta Soma and Sarepilli Timma, two officers of Dévaraya II 
Maer suusted sith dhs, beth Amapiia VW aid Linga mvaded the Reddi hin gdom 
of Rawhmundn, defeated Allay1 Véma and Virabhadra some time before 
1437 The last diys of the Reddi rule in the Rajahmundn area are shrouded 
in mystery Nothing 1s known about them or their descendants after that 
date An inscription at Draksharamam® states that Mallappa Odaya 
a Mhapradhin of Dévaray II, was ruling Raygzhmundn and its neighbour- 
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hood in 1444 This 1s also corroborated by another record in Sarabhakavi’s 
Adhyaima Ramayana ® {t1s likely that Dévardya’s Mahapradhani Mallapa 
was sent to the Rayahmundm region to ward off a Gajapati invasion © 
But with the death of Dévaraya Hf in 1444 the Reddis of Rajahmundni lost a 
powerful ally This made it possible for Kapil$vara to invade their territory 
and destroy their power 


The reign of Dévardya witnessed the height of Vyayanagar glory. 
The entire south including Kérala was conquered All his adversaries, Peda 
Komati Vém1 and Kataya Véma of Kondavidu, the Vélama chief Singa, were 
erudite scholars and hke Dévaraya were great patrons of men of letters 
Srinatha, the poet laureate of the Reddis was rece:ved with honour at all 
these courts, and his disputations with Dindima at the court of Dévaraya 
earned him the title of ‘ Kavisirvabhauma ° 


Dévaraya ts also credited with the orgamsation of his army, entertaining 
Muslims in his service, bestowing jiigirs on them and allowing them freedom 
to construct mosques The country under his benevolent and strong rule 
was prosperous The ambassador from Hhrat, ‘ Abdu’r-Razzigs* who 
visiied Viyayanagar and was received by Dévaraya had nothing but admiration 
forthatruler The kingdom was well papulated and prosperous The 
capital, with tts seven fortificatrons, was perhaps the strongest known to him, 
and had civic amenities provided The people were highly cultured and 
sophisticated and the wealth of the country could be assessed by the description 
of the jewellers, 1s given by ‘ Abdu’r-R1izzGiq He says that the articles sold 
publicly in the open bazar included pearls, rubtes, emeralds and diamonds 
The administration was stable and efficient He also refers to public offices 
like Dinan Khana, Daftar Ahana (Archives), Daulat Khana and Mutt 


MMeathhtryana (1446-7—1405) 


Dévaraya II died in the middle of 1446 and was succeeded by Malhthar- 
una, also known by the name of Immadi Dévaraya or Praudha Dévaraya. 
Some inscriptions of 1446-47 refer toacertam king Wyayaraya who appears 


to have seized power in between the death of Dévaraya II and the accession of 
Malhtkharuna & 
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65 However, the Gasapatt who marched against the Reddis was not Kapilésvara but 
Kayala Bhanudéva the predecessor of Kapilésvara, who invaded the Reddi dominions 
in 1433, according to Ganga Faméanucharita See Kalinga Sanchika 

66 Sewell, op cit, p87 


67 Further Sources, Vol 1,p 66-67 Numuz places Pinnarao and his unnamed son between 


Deévariya Il and Virtipaiksha and assigns them arbitrary regnal years According to 


epigraphical records Mallikairuna succeeded Dévaraya IT Therefore we have to 
discount the version of Nunuz, 
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Mallikadryuna who ascended the throne in 1446 ruled tull the nuddle of 
1465 Huis regn marks the dechne of the power of Vyayanagar built up 
by Dévaraya Il at considerable cost The J idjaranja Kalajnana describes 
the political conditions of Vyayanagir immediately after the death of the 9th 
king Dévaraya I] = There will be much distress in the country which will be 
ruled by these kings The Jast of this dynasty pursued by the enemies will 
cross Tungabhadra to find asylum in the enemy country and finally perish 
there ®8 As has been mentioned already the chiefs of Tilangana who 
were ousted by the Bahmanis migrated to the neighbouring termtories with a 
view to carving out new principaliues for themselves The Velamas of 
Rachakonda took a leiding part in thisprocess According to J} elugdtnari 
ramsavalt one branch of the Velamas penetrated the Vyayanagar kingdom, 
occupied VelugSdu m Kurnool district and made it the centre of further 
activities Sarvayna Sing. who was ousted from his ancestral dominion by 
Sanjar Khan appears to have nugrated to Bellamkhonda The Vélamas also 
came in conflict with Pdlepall Bukkaraja the governor of the Gandihota 
Fort and in the battle the Velama chief Peda Singama Annama was killed 
Whether Buhkaraja was fighting on behalf of his overlord or on his own 1s 
not clear 


But a more serious danger to the integnty of Vyayanagar loomed Jarge 
i north castern frontier Gajyapati KapileSyart who succeeded Bhanudeva 
the last ruler of the Gingas Wis an ambitious and energetic monarch He 
took advantae of the disturbances ind the weakness of Mallikarjuna, and 
laid sxge to the capital Vyayinigir The Gangadefa Pratapavilasam®? 
of Gangadhara alludes to the attack on the capital both by the Bthmani Sultan 
and the Gayapatl immediately after the accession of Mallikirjuna to avenge 
thar former defeats and says thit the attack wis repulsed The Gayapatis 
attempt on the Capital described as a fulure by Gangddhira ws 
really a success The copper plate grint”? of the grandson of Kapilegyara 
and Aarfiyat of Jagannath: refer in unmustikable terms to the siege of Viyaya- 
nagir and its conquest The causes of Kapilésviras invasion re not far to 
seck Hts attempts to oust the Reddis and occupy Rajahmundni were thwarted 
by DevarSyall The death of Dévardya was the most opportuiie time for 
h ipilésvara to embark on acireer of conquest The contemporary Bahmani 
Sulttin ‘Algud-din Ahmid Il who ruled between 1436 and 1458, also 
took advantage of Déyirtiy.as death and marched against the capital Basing 
on the versions of Gingidhar: some scholurs have tried to establish that 
the invasion of the Vyayinagar capital wasa joint invasion of the Gajyapaty7! 


68 Further Sourcer HW No 14 
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and the Hayapati A careful examination of the relations between those 
two powers will however show thatst was just a comcidence and that Bahmani 
Sultan and the Gajapati did not organise themselves into a confederacy. 
The Russian traveller Nikitin alludes to the Bahmani attack on Vyayanagar 
and sts capture 72, Kapil@$vara followed up his victories and sent a well- 
equipped army under his son Hamvira to conquer Rayahmundri and the coastal 
districts of Vyayanagar Hamvira conquered and annexed the Reddi kingdom 
between 1448 and 1458,73 while another army of the Gajapatis under Gajaravu 
Tippa penetrated inte Tilangana, defeated the “ Yavanas” perhaps under 
Sanjar Khan, the Bahmanti officer stationed in that region, and Raghudéva 
Naréndra Mahapitra was appointed governor of the newly conquered 
region 74 Thus the river Krishna became the southern boundary of the 
Gayapati’s dominion, Malhharjuna made preparations to fight the Gajapatis 
as they begin interfering in the integmty of his empire =Vyayanagar authority 
was acknowledged in the region to the south of the Krish, at least up to 1453. 
Kathart Sajuva Tippad@éva Maharaya’> ruled over Konid@na as a_ vassal 
of Vyayanagar This region was occupied by the Gajpatis by 1454, whose 
subordinate Ganadéva, 1s seen ruling Kondavidu and its termtories as the 
*panksha’ of Kapilésvara™ Ptsapatt Timmnibhipala, who was leading 
the Gajapati armies in this campaign, distinguished lumself by seizing in a 
single assault Bellamkonda, Vadapalli, Rangirayukonda etc The same 
chief marched further south and occupred Udayagurt?7 1n 1460 for his master. 
His son Basava was appointed to rule over Udayagiri A third contingent 
under Kapilésvara himself moved into the Kurnool region, where a Jaya- 
sthambha was erected The Vélama cluef Linga also joined the Gajapiti and 
fought against the Vyayanagar armies Malhkdrjuna, in spite of hus weakness, 
tried his best to stem the tide of Gajtpati invasion Sfluva Narastmhi the 
Vyayanagar governor and one of the best generals of the time, was transferred 
to Penuhonda’® perhaps to defend the central part of the empire, leaving 
Chandragin in the charge of SaJuva Ramichandri Notwithstanding all 
these precautions as also his own visit to Penukonda on ‘ Raytharya’ with 
Dannayaka Timma, the Orsssan forces under Hamvira conquered large portions 
of the Vyayanagar kingdom By 1464, we find in epigritphical records from 
Manntir (South Arcot district), one Dakshina Kapilésvara Kumara Mahapatra 


a 
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son of Hamvira, ruling over Kondapalli, Addank1, Vinukonda, Dandapadha, 
Padaividt, Valudalampattu savad: Tiruvanallur, Tiruchirapalli and Chan- 
dragiri 79 The Gayapati's advance to the south was almost unopposed The 
armies moved upto Ramé$varam where Hamvira 1s said to have washed his 
sword stained with the blood ofthe enemy kings Some doubts have been 
expressed by modern writers regarding the nature of the Gajapati occupation, 
and opmron is divided whether 1t was a mere raid or occupation and rule even 
forashort period H Krishna Sastry writes, basing his argument on epigraphical 
sources, that the entire sea-board of the Vyayanagar empire up to the mouths 
of the Kavéri was in the possession of Kapiléévara 8° But that has been 
questioned by Venkataramanayya®! who thinks that it was a mere rard 
As the Viyiyanagir records of 1470-72 still refer to the Oddiyan disturbances, 
we have to presume that there was a prolonged fight, and the Tami! districts 
were ruled by the Gayapati governors tril they were reconquered by Saluva 
Narasimha Mallikdryuna did not long survive the Gajapati invasion He 


died of a broken heart in June 1465 and Virtipaksha II was crowned in 
October of the same year ® 


Virtipaksha IT (1465-1485) 


Viriilpaiksha II’s relationship with the deceased sovereign 1s a port 
of dispute among modern writers on Viyyayanagar 83 


The circumstances of Viripaksha’s forcible accession to the throne 
have not been explained properly The Vaishnava work Prapannambika 
states that Virijpaksha put to death all the rival claimants How far tt 15 true, 
however, 15 difficult to establish Though Virfipaksha claimed to have van- 
quished all his enemies, the empire became a prey to internal dissensions in 
his reign He did nothing to prevent the dismemberment of the kingdom 
and that was perhaps the reason why Nuniz discredited him as one who was 
given over to vice, caring for nothing but women and wine ®* Gayapati 
Kapilésvara, who conquered the sea-board tracts of the Vyayanagar empnre, 
however, wis compelled to retrace his steps, not because Virfipiksha made 
any efforts to oust him but because SAjuva Narasimha, Governor of Chandra- 
girt and a member of influential Sajuva family, spared no effort in waging 
incessant war with the Onyas Twenty-four events connected with Sajuva 


79 


ARE, No 693 of 1906, refers to the Oddiyan disturbances 8 or 10 years earlier 
80 


ARE, 1919, pt II, para 47, Banerjee, op cit, I, 294 ff, Subrahmanyam, Gayapatis 
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Narasimha’s conquests are given by his court poet Rajanatha Dindima in 
his SajusabAyudayam and im some other Telugu works like Jasmum: Bharatant 
and Varahapuranam The last years of Kapilégvara created confusion in the 
Orissan kingdom His son Kumara Hamvira, who had helped his father in 
all his conquests, 1s said to have rebelled, and Kapiuléévara with his favounte 
son Purushéttam marched at the head of an army to the banks of the Krishna 
to quell this rebellion. Sarassat: Vilasa, attributed to Prataparudra, makes 
Purushdttam a son of Kapil@$vara by his queen Prabhavati Finding that 
his health wes failing, he anointed Purushdttam as ruler in 1466 and died 
about four years later on a Tuesday Paushya, Krishna 3 In this revolt against 
Kapiléndra, Hamvira was not alone Another anda greater danger loomed 
large m the south By 1465 66, we find Sajuva Narasimha reconquering 
from the Gajapatis the Tamil districts in the south, and by 1475, we find 
him in occupation of territomes as far north as Masulipatam This is in 
a way also explained by the Indo-Persian chronicles Fersshta says “In the 
year 876 Ambur Ray, cousin to the Ray of Onya, complained to Muhammad 
Shah, that the Ray being dead, Mungal Ray, a Brahmin, his adopted son, 
had usurped the government 1n defiance of hus prior claims to 1ts inheritance.” 
The Burhan-t Ma’ajhir records the death of Kapiléndra as follows “In this 
year the Queen-mother Makhduma-: Jahan died and in 875/1470, the SultGn 
assumed the reins of Government In the mrdst of these affairs a messenger 
arnved from Tilangana and informed the Sultan that the Ray of Orissa who 
was the principal Ray of Tilangana was dead "86 This civil war between the 
sons of Hamvira facilitated the task of Narastmha in the reconquest of the 
Coastal tracts Hamvira, who fatled to occupy the throne, sought the assistance 
of Muhammad Shah II and promised to pay tribute to him in case he was 
installed on the throne. Healso offered to surrender to the Bahmani Sultan 
all the districts in Tilangana conquered by Kapilésvara ten years carher as well 
as Rajahmundr Muhammad Shah “ who had a desire to possess the 
territones of Rajahmundr, Orissa, Kondavidu, communded Bahri’? 
conferring upon him the title of Nrzimu’l-Muth to proceed against Oriss1”’ 
The combined forces of Hamvira and Nizamu’l-Mulk succeeded in driving 
out Purushdttam and enthroning Hamvira Rayahmundri and Kondavidu 
were annexed to the Bahmani kingdom and Nizamu'l-Mulk started ruling 
the newly acquired territory as the Viceroy of the Bahmani Sultan with his 
headquarters at Rayahmundn Virtipaksha II who was absorbed in the 
pursuits of pleasure took no notice of these important changes in the kingdom 
of his enemy, the Gayapati Sa}uva Narasimha, however, seized this opportunity 

He made himself the master of the east coast up to the Godavari The 
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Telugu works Varahapuragam and Jaimini Bharatam describe the victories 
of his general Ivara Nayak in the present Chandraptr and ‘Adilabad districts. 


The success of Hamvira, however, was short-lived. Purushdttam, 
who was defeated by Niz%mu'l-Mulk, soon mustered strength, defeated 
Hamvira, re-established himself on the throne at Cuttack and embarked on a 
career of conquest. An insurrection in the fort of Kondavidu, which was 
then under Bahmani occupation, gave him the opportunity. The presence 
of Sjuva Narasimha’s armies on the banks of the Godavari?® had a salutary 
effect on the forces of the Bahmants though jt is not clear whether he came 
there to help Purushdttam. When Nizamu’l-Mulk was hard-pressed by 
Purushdttam'’s army he surrendered Rajahmundri and had to retreat to 
Waziribaid. Muhammad Shah Bahmani marched with his armies to re-esta- 
blish his authority in the Krishna-Godavari doab. Burhan-i Ma'‘athir 
informs us that on his arrival at the city the Hindus fied without giving battle. 
Sajuva Narasimha abandoned his fortified camp and retired to the South 
while PurushSttam crossed the Godavari and retreated towards his own 
dominions. The city was besieged and the commander was forced to 
surrender.8? Muhammad Shah followed up this victory, pursued Purushdttam, 
devastated the country and compelled the Gajapati to sue for peace which was 
accepted after taking barely 25 elephants belonging to Kapil€4vara. The 
Sultan next reduced Kondavidu but granted pardon to the Oriya chief. 


Muhammad Shah is said to have stayed at Rajahmundri for three 
years. While camping there he resolved to conquer the regions wrested 
from the Gajapatis by Sajuva Narasimha, entrusted the administration of 
Warangal and Rajahmundri to Nizgimu'l-Mulk and A‘zam Khan and marched 
against Narasimha. At the fort of Nellore he heard about the fabulous 
wealth of the temples of Kafichi.2? Conceiving the idea of plundering the 
city and its temples, with a chosen army of 6,000 men he reached Kafichi by 
forced marches on 12 March, 1481. The Sultan is said to havecarried away 
all the gold and jewels but he was not destined to take this wealth to his 
capital. Having got the news of the plunder of the city Sajna Narasimha 
sent his general Svara Nayak who intercepted the Bahmani armies at Kandu- 
kOr (Nellore district), defeated it and carried back the booty. This unex- 
pected discomfiture enraged Muhammad Shah, and to chastise Narasimha 
he arranged fur a two-pronged attack on his dominions. Ysuf * Adil Khin 
and Fakhru’l-Mulk, with an army mostly consisting of Newcomers, marched 


ee 


88, The Aufukaraja Vandavah refers to the story of romance between Purushotjam and the 


Princess of Kadihi whom he deranded in matrizge. On eefusal Purushottam is. said 
to have marched against Kafichi to take her by force, Purushottam was defeated and 
chacal upta the hanks of the Godavari. 
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against Penukonda while he himself subjugated the forces from Kondapalli 
and Masulipatam ‘The fate of the armies sent under ‘ Adil Khan 1s, however, 
not recorded either by Ferishta or Syed ‘All We have some hght from the 
Telugu works, Varaha Purdnam and Jamun Bharatam Narassmhi and his 
general Isvara Nayak repulsed the Bahmani forces, captured Penukond1 
and thus thwarted the plans of Muhammad Shah Bahmani After this 
attack the light-eared Muhammad Shah ordered the execution of his able 
Minister Mahmtid Gawan who was falsely accused of treason by his rivals 
The Sultan died on 26 March, 1482 at Bidar 


Virfipaksha continued to_rule until 1485 when he was murdered by his 
eldest son, and thus the Sangama dynasty came to an end 


Hl 


THE SALUVAS 
(1485-1506) 


Saluva Narasimha (1485-1490) 

The conditions of Vyayanagir on the eve of the Stijuva ascendency 
are graphically given by Nuniz The nobles of the kingdom revolted against 
the tyrannical rule of the king and asserted their independence After Virtl- 
paksha the throne was occupred by Praudha Dévaraya who slew his benefactor 
and plunged himself in dissipation and crime Tt was at this yuncture that 
Narasimha appealed to the pitriotism of other nobles and planned his over- 
throw The Raya filed when Narasa Nayak, the commander-in-chief entered 
the palace and invited his master to take possession of the city and occupy the 
throne"! The circumstances of the change in the dynsty ts corroborated by 
epigraphic and hiterary evidence Praudha Dévartya 1s mentioned in the inserip- 
tions, dated 1486 The Sdlimnabhyudayam, Ramabhyudayam, Varahapura- 
vam and Paryatapaharanam describe in detail Saluva Narasimha’s conquests 
Which included the capture of the city of Vidyadpura by Narasa Nayak The 
latest known record of Virlpakshs ts dated 29 July 1485 and Saluva Nara- 
stmha appears with the imperial titles in a copper plate inscription dated 


1 November 1486 Between these two dates the Sangama dynasty was 
replaced by the Sajuvas 


The Sa}uvas, like the Sangamas, claimed descent from Yadu and 

- belong to the Lunar race Sfijuva Mangu's ancestors, according to Sajma- 
udayam ruled at Kalyani.22 Sajuva Mangu served Kampana and distin- 
Sushed himself in a southern campaign agunst SAmbhuvariiyas and the Sultan 


a 
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2 ae aoe Tikkama, a governor of Ramachandradtva of Yadava kingdom, 1s 

* ered by some writers as the progenitor of this family, but the inscnption from 
nar on which this surmise 1s based, is not clear as to this surname of Tikkama 
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of Madura, and held important position in the administration His gtindson 
Tipparaja matried Harima, the elder sister of Dévaraya H whose nephew 
was Sajuva Narasimha Nunizsays that Narasimha was in some way also 
related to the Sangamas Apart from the imperial titles which are invanably 
seen ym several of his records, the Chikkanahalli plates?? of 1492 make a 
direct statement that Sajuva Narasimha ascended the throne of Vyayanagar 
This usurpation was justified and the conditions necessitated it 94 Immediately 
after the usurpation Narasimha found it difficult to enforce his authority 
over the nobles of the kingdom with whose connivance he had usurped the 
throne But he finally succeeded in compelling them to owe allegiance to 
him and acknowledge his sovereignty 95 He chastised the Sambéta chief 
Vira Narasimha and Sivaraja They had risen in revolt and mdulged in 
plundering the neighbouring country way-Jaying and harassing merchants 
and travellers Sajuva Narasimha sent his lieutenant Basivi Nayud& against 
Vira Narasimha and himself marched against Stvaraja After a suff fight 
these two chiefs were defeated and killed and their estates annexed Saluva 
Narasimha also had to fight with SAjuva Mails Déva who ruled Bommavaram 
He was also defeited and killed In the Kanarese region the chiefs of 
Ummittur and Sangitapura who ruled over Mysore and Tulundad refused to 
accept his suzerainty Narasimha had to deal with these princes and establish 
his authority In the last years of his reign he could occupy Baraktir 


The invasions of Muhammad Shah Bahmini have already been alluded 
to He died tn 1482 and was succeeded by his son, Mahmtid Shah ‘Internal 
dissenstons ratsed their head There was a scramble for power among the 
amirs From among them, Qasim Barid, the Kotwal of Bidar, succeeded 
In imposing his influence on the King and annexing all authority to himself 
The efforts of the other nobles to free the King from the clutches of 
Qasim Barid recosled on the:r own herds and they retired in disgust to their 
ficfs and established autonomous States By the time of Mahmtd’s death 
m 1518 the Sultan’s writ was restricted to the district of Bidar Fathu’l-lah 

Imadu’l-Mulk set himself sn Berar in 1484, Ahmad Nizamu’l-Mulk and 
YOsuf ‘Adi! Khan retired to thetr headquarters and sn 1489 became virtually 
independent offering only nominal allegiance to the Bahmani Sultan 


Purushdttim Gyapatt followed up his victories, captured Udayagirl 
and took Sajuva Narasimha as captive who had hastened there to defend the 
fort Saraswat: Vilasa, which desenbes in detail the victories of Purush6ttim, 
informs us that Sajuva ws captured alive and was set. at liberty when he 
humbly begged for his life The Anantavaram copper plate grant of Prat&- 
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94 Contra see Tirupatt Désasthanan Epigraphy Report (TDER), 145 
9S Senell, op cit, p 307 
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parudra, dated 1500, further adds that Narasimha of Karnataka, trembling 
with fear, offered to Purushdttam the fort of Udayagiri and begged protection 
and release The truth of these statements in the Gayipati records are support- 
ed by the evidence of Nuniz_ Udayagiri was one of the forts which Narasimha 
could not take and it was with the Gayapatis till :t was reconquered by Krishna- 
dévaraya Sajuva Narasimha, though glorified asa conqueror and statesman 
in Sajusabhyudayam and other works, owes much to his generals I$vara and 
Naras’ of the Tuluva family who served him with utmost devotion — Like 
Dévaradya H, Narasimha also felt that there was something vitally wrong with 
the military organization of the state. This he attnbuted to the lack of a 
proper cavalry wing which contributed much to the efficiency of the Bahmani 
forces The trade in horses was then concentrated in the hands of the Arabs 
Virlpakshi HH, by his short-sighted policy, drove away the Arabs from his 
dominions and the Bahmanis took advantage of it and not only bought all 
the good quality horses brought by the Arabs for themselves but also occupied 
the ports including Goa, Chaul and Dabul on the west coist which were the 
main centres of this traffic 9® Saluva Narasimha’s conquest of the Tulu 
kingdom gave him an opportunity to open up new ports at Hanavart 
Bhatkul, Bakkantir and Mangalapuram whichhe garrisoned Large numbers 
of horses were imported and the Arabs were encouraged to bring the best 
quality stallions by offering extravagant terms to them His statesmanship 
and leaderstup sived the kingdom from utter rum Sajuva Narasimha’s 
last Known date ts 14 October, 1490, and the earliest record of his son Immadi 
Narasimha 1s dated 28 November, 1491 | Saluva Narasumha must have died 
some time during this interval 97 


Immadt Narasimha (1490-1506) 

Nunuz informs us that as Sdjuva Narasimh7’s sons were not old enough, 
he left the Kingdom at the care of Naxesa Nayak, his munster, requesting hum 
to keep guard over the kingdom and deliver it up to the prince whichever of 
them should prove most fitted for it Narasa raised the older prince to be 
King retaming in his own hands “ the treasures and the revenues and the 
government of the country” After his assassination the machinations of 
Timmarasa Narasa Nayaka raised up the murdered prince’s younger brother 
called Tamma Rao, who was too young to be king %* The account of 


96 ™ He caused horses to be brought from Oromuz and Adeen into his kingdom, and 


thereby gave profit to the merchants paying them for the horses just as they had asked 
He took them dead or alive then for a thousand pardaos and of those that died at 
sea, they brought him the tail only, and he paid for it most as if it had been alive *— 
Nuniz in Sewell, op cit, p 307 

AR, 269 of 1931, Mack Afss 15-4-30, p 234, for contra see Hayavadana Rao, 
Mysere Government Garetteers, I, p 1717 
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Ferishta and the mscriptions corroborate these versions of Numz But some 
of our recent writers, particularly Sewell,9® and Subrahmanya Sastri!°° 
questioned the truth of Nuniz’s narrative These arguments and even the very 
basis for thuir hypothests has been proved to be wrong by Venkataramnayy a '°! 
Narasa Nayak wis the de facto ruler of the kingdom He was called 
‘the protector * (Rakshak~rta) and lord (Swam), Senadhipati, Mahapradhina, 
and Karyaharta He assumed all the Safuva titles besides the imperial 
titles of the Vytyanigar rulers, sz, Mahamandalésvara, Bhasagetappuvara- 
yaraganda, Amraya vibhdada, Rajadhiraya and Raji Param€svara '% 


The accession of Immadi Narasimha was accidental —— His elder brother 
Tammabhtipali was assassinated by his attendant at the mstigition of the 
minister Timmirasa, and Narasa raised Immadi Nirastmha to the throne 
This prince, from the beginning, was not content to remain a figurehead and 
openly shawed signs af discantent When Narasa fram his retreat at Penu- 
konda deminded the punishment of Timmarasa who w1s responsible for the 
murder of his elder brother the young king, who was fond of the nunuster, 
instead of punishing him bestowed favours on him '4 Naras. Nayak 
did not allow himself to be trifled with He made ready large forces, marched 
and besieged Viyryanagar The Raya sued for peace Timmarasa was 
punished with deith But the Raya, Immad: Narasrmhi, continued to give 
trouble to Narisa Nayak as he grew into manhood Narasa therefore confined 
him in the fort of Penukonda under strict guard allowing him = an annual 
muntenince of 20000 Cruzados After this Narasa Nayak, though he did 
not do aw iy with his master, virtually enjoyed all power and authority 195 


Narisa’s achievements are available to us from contemporary inscrip- 
tions und Itterature = Durmg his twelve or thirteen years of rule he made 
every effort to rcoser the lost domimons including ‘ Rachol, Odegary and 
Comidolgr’ fefi unconquered by his master Sajuva Narasimha But internal 
troubles frustrated his ambrttous scheme to a large extent The Paryata 
paharanam, tchyutarayabhyudayam and Varadambihaparimayam'S describe 
his campatgns im great detail against Byapur, Bidar, Madura, Sriranga- 
pittan ctc, while the epigraphic records recount his capture of Vidyapura 


— +e, 
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105 An ins.tiption of his son Visa Narasimha dated 1505 explicitly states that Narasa was 


ruling the whole kingdom in Vidyanagar formerly made by Vidyiranya seated on the 
Jewellad throne, EC, X, Gd, 77 
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causing distress to the ruler of Kuntala, his conquest of Chéra, Chdja, 
Pandya, Manabhisha of Madura, the Gajapati and Konétiraja, his building 
a bridge across the Kavéri to defeat the Heuna and wresting from him 
Srirangapattan, and the stege of the fort of Manava where he took ‘ Adil 
Khan prisoner. !07 


In spite of this wealth of mformation tn inscriptions and literature, 
however, one finds it difficult to arrange the sequence The accounts of 
Ferishta are helpful to us in this context Narasa’s first exploit was the capture 
of Vidyanagar some time in 1492 probably during ‘Adil Khan’s march against 
Raichtir By 1493, Timmaras 1s said to have composed his differences “ with 
the Ray of Bynagar’’!8 Narasa’s attack on Yiisuf ‘Adil Khan seems 
to hive taken place immediately after this Ferishta describes the circumstances 
under which the fighting took place Yusuf ‘Adil Khan was virtually autono- 
mous in 1489, Qiisim Barid, who also planned to carve out a kingdom for 
himself, instigated the Raya of Vyayanagar, offering the forts of Raichtir and 
Mudgal as an inducement, to invade Byapur territories. He made a similar 
offer to Bahadur Gilani of Konkan Both these chiefs are said to have attacked 
‘Adil Khan ‘“ Timmaras the general of the Ra: of Bynigar having crossed 
the river Toongbudra, laid waste the country as far as Mudkal and Rachur, 
and Bahadur Gilant reduced the fortress of Jumkindy, "!99 ‘Adil Khan, who 
was not in a position to face both the imvaders on the battlefield, made peace 
with Timmaras and eapelled Bahadur Gilani from his dominions — Ferishta 
further narrates that ‘ Adil Khan took advantage of the victories over Qasim 
Barid with the help of Mahtk Ahmad Bihri and the troubles at the capital of 
Vyiyanigar, and marched southwards to recapture Raichir On reaching 
the banks of the Krishna he was obliged to stop for a while as he fell itl In 
the meantime, Timmaras advanced at the head ofan army to Raichiir ‘ Adil 
Khan, recovering from hus illness, opposed Timmaras who was marching upon 
Byapur in 1493 but was defeated Later, collecting hus scattered men, he 
attacked the forces of Timmaras and indulged in plunder which forced him 


to flee to Vyayanagar with the young Raya who subsequently died of wounds 
received in the battle 


Ferishta his a different tale to tell us about those events According 
to him ‘Adil Khan won a victory by underhand methods Having been 
defeated in battle, he entreated ‘‘ Timray” to a peace conference promising 
that he would pry allegiance to the Raya on the occasion “Timraj™ agreed 
to the proposaland attended the conference with the king and the nobks. 

‘Adil Khan treacherously attacked them and put to death seventy persons of 
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rank Thereupon the Vyayinagar army fled and ‘Adil Bhiin obtained 


In spite of these discrepancies tn the nime of the Vyayanagar general 
and the manner in which Yasuf Adil Khun obt uned victory as described by 
Ferishta it 1s evident that it was Narasa who led the two expeditions against 
Adil Khan in 1498 J aradambikaparigayam supplies the clue for dating 
the expedition of Narasa agunst YOsuf* Adil Khin ind the stege of Manay1 
where the Sultan wis taken prisoner In this it was the Sulffin who took 
the aggressive step He invaded the Viyayanigar kingdom to retake Riichor, 
on hearing thit Trmnvaras was advancing towards By ipur he marched from 
his camp to oppase Narasa = He ws defeated and forced to seck shelter in 
the fort JFaradambikaparinayam actually describes that ‘ Adit Khan) on 
seeing the army of Narasa Nayak climbed the hill fort of Manava in fear in 
order to protect tis Ife but Narasy laud siege to the fort assisted by Aravitt 
Rimargyi Timma The fort was captured and Adil Khan taken prisoner 
Narasa set him at liberty and even allowed him to setain the fort 


The Vyayanagir Iiterary sources describe Noirasas southern and 
western conquests The chief who was ruling over Ch6Ja and Pandya kingdoms 
and who had refused to acknowledge the authority of Narisa was defeated at 
Madura 1nd captured Both Parijatapaharanam and Achyutarayabhyudayam 
assert that Narasa killed the Chdja chief but baradambikaparinayam has 
that he was ciptured ile but escaped to an islind in the sea!!! 
Minabhfsha the lord of MadOrai who was iso ousted by Narisa however 
awaits 1 sattsfictory identification The Chéra hing with whom Narasa 
fought should be one of the princes of Kérali Albuquerque refers toa Vy1y 101 
gar invasion on the kingdom of Quilon + few years before [500 The Vyaya 
nagar forces did not gain much out of this campaign RKonétirfya agarst 
whom Narasas army marched was one of the Viyiyanagar governors in the 
south who harassed the people by oppressive taxes On a complarnt received 
from the temple trustees of Srirangam Narasa sent his armies to punssh 
KGnétiraya who was severely beaten ind deprived of his office sometime in 
1496 Then he marched aginst the recalcitrant Heuna chtefs of Srirangapattan 
Vira Nanyaray1 and Dévappi who claimed descent from the Gangas defied 
the authority of Narasa He hid to build a temporary bridge cross the 
Kavéri since the river was in spate Srirangapattan was stormed and ats chiefs 
were taken prisoners Ninyirdy+ saved his hfe bowing at the feet of Narasa "! 
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the king [This probably means that the Choa King was slain in battle see Further 
Sowces 1 169 Ed] 
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Narasa Nayak 1s credited with victones over the Gayapati Purushdttam 
who fought with Sajuva Narasimha Purushdttam died after a reign of thirty 
years in 1496 and was succeeded by Prat&parudra who had a long and eventful 
reign Some writers on Orissa have accused Pratdparudra of lethargy and for 
not taking advantage of the serious disturbances in Vyayanagar in reconquering 
the southern regions which were lost to Narasimha Thuis criticism of Pratapa- 
rudra 1s baseless and this 1s attested to by his own records Early in 1500,!33 
when Pratiparudra felt that he was free to embark on a career of conquest, 
moved to the South with his armies, Ins objective being to re-establish his 
authority over Warangal and Kdvilkonda, which had been ceded to the 
Bahmanis by Hamvira, and also to gain as much territory as possible from 
Vyayanagar Emperors 


Naras, by timely action, thwarted the attempts of Prataparudra and 
prevented him from penetrating into the South But the Gajapati was more 
successful in his camptigns in Tilangana In this task of re-establishing his 
authority m Tilangani Pratdparudra was assisted by his vassal Sitapati or 
Shitib Khin who conquered Warangal at his instance !!4 


In his western digvyyaya Narasa was not as fortunate as he was elsewhere, 
The Portuguese, under the leadership of Vasco da Gama, landed near Calicut 
in May 1498 Durmeg his second voyage xn 1502 they were able to impose 
trade restrictions on the Vyayanagar officer at Bhatkal, and three years later 
Almeida could even compel the chef of Honavar, another Yyayanagar sub- 
ordinite, to accept the suzerunty of the king of Portugal Narasa Nayak 


died in 1503 fleaving the kingdom and the hing to the care of his son Vira 
Narasimha 


The Sajuv1 monarch, though he was old enough to look after his empire, 
continued in tutelage  Virappay3a Kalayfia@na briefly hints that “ Vira 
Namsimha Raya, son of Narisa Niiyak, having caused Tammarfaya to be 
assissinated, ruled from the cyche year Riktakshi for five years ” Nuniz 
also refers to this assassinttion but mistakenly ascribes it to Narasa Nayak 
The last known date of Immidi Narasimha from inscriptions is February 
1505 and the formal assumption of royalty of Vira Narasimha, as mentioned 
in the inscription from Nitgaragaré in Mysore, 1s also dated 1505 It 1s in 
thts epigraph we get full pragasti of Tujuva kings tracing their descent from 
Brahma, Atri, Moon, Purtlrava and Nahusht to Vira Narasimha for the 
first time Thus after a shadowy reign of nearly fourteen years Immadt 
Narasimha fell a victim to the sword of an assassin and with him the short 
Ined dynasty of the SaJjuvas 1s closed 
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1V 
THE TULUVAS 
(1506-1570) 

Vira Aarasuttha 

The founder of the Tulura dynasty was Vira Narisimb: Rays, son of 
Nairast Niytk According to Nuniz, Nari. iid five sons but inscriptions 
refer only to four of thum, View Nirasmhi, Anshna, Rang and Achyuta, 
Viri Narasimhe hid also the name Bhiuyabals Roy cand this has been corrupted 
into Buybalraw by the Portuguese chronicler Ele 1s sad to have ascended the 
throne w the cyche yer Raktutkstu, in the month of Vaddkht, that May 
1509 1 ind ruled for tue yctrs | Hhis Inst known date 1s 4 May 1509. 
Though he was 1 rgicide the inscrtplions of the age prane dum as a virtuous 
monarch who made lirge gifts to il the grest shrines of South India In this 
short ceven he wis compellad to engige himself in wars since hus usurpition of 
the throne and the murder of the hing provoked consderible discantent 
amongst the chiefs and nobles There wis a general revolt in the provinces, 
and to complic tte nt stters further the hinedom ws thre stened by the invasions 
of Yasuf ‘Adil Khin and the Gyipats '6 


Ever since his successful misnoeusre inthe combat with Narasa Nayak, 
Ytsuf ‘Adil Khtin lid aways been biding his time to seize the Vyayanagar 
terntory Mahmdd Shah Bahniint, fis nonunal overiord, gave a call 
to all bis nobles to meet him in USOL ta wage a wte imunst Vyavinieir. This 
ws readily accepted by the Bihmant chicfs The lint result of this contiet 
of Bidar wis 1 joint invasion of RaichOr Dodb in 1502 by was of Karhid 
Mahmitd Shah is sud to hue subjuguted the Doab and entrusted it to 
Yasuf ‘Adil Khan slong with RaichOr and Mfude il #7 


‘Adil Khin now tried to tthe wvantage of the usurpition and the 
consequent disturbinces at Vyayinagir to extend hiy authority Some of 
the discontented subordinates of Vyayanagir, who did not accept the over- 
lordship of Vira Narasimha hke Kasappt Vodajan, Governor of Adoni, 
actively helped ‘ Adil Khan in his invision «Thanks to the bravery and selfless 
efforts of other nobles who stood by Vira Narasimha, a mayor catastrophe 
was averted The Balabhagasatam of Konérunadha, which describes in deta 
the events connected with * Adil Khan's invasion tells us that at the time of 
the attach Ramargy of the Aravidu fimily, and hisson Timma were inside the 
fort They offered ‘Adil Khiin resistance, repulsed the attack ind put him 
to tight Ramaray and Timma followed up this victory by pursuing the army 
of ‘Adil Khan, preventing it from joining the forces of Kasappi Vodaya 
They then expelled Kisippt Vod1y1 from the fort of ‘Adoni Vira Nara- 
115 Further Sources 1, No 16 
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simha was pleased with the exploits of the Aravidu chiefs, rewarded Timma 
with a Hero’s Anklet (Gandapendéra) and bestowed on the family the fiefs of 
Kandanavélu and Adoni 


The chtef of Ummiattiir, Nafyarija, who had defied the authonty of 
Naras1 and had been vanquished in the battle of Srirangypattan also refused 
to acknowledge Vira Narasimha, according to Kongudésa Raja urittdntamu 
Dévaraya or Déparaya, now chef of Ummattiir, together with the other chiefs 
of Karnata, also defied the authornty of Vyayanagar and = discontinued 
payment of tribute Vira Narasimha left the defence of the capital to his 
half-brother Krishnaraya, marched against Ummattir with his other brothers 
Achyuta and Sriranga He had to face a stubborn resistance because the 
Ummattir chiefs could get the support of Palagars of Talakhad. The 
Portuguese chroniclers and contemporary inscriptions refer indirectly to this 
mcomplete campaign. Chikharaya alias Malluraya, a son of Dipanna Vodaya 
of Ummiatttir, acknowledged the suzerainty of Vira Narasimha in 1506 !'8 
His cousin Nafiyaraja, however, repudiated the royal authority the next year, 
assumed the royal titles of Vyayanagar, re, Ariwayavibhaija and Bhashakku 
Tappuvarayaraganda and Penukonda Chakréévara,!'!? which incidentally 
show that he was successfulin occupying Penukonda. This, when read with 
contemporary Telugu literature which describe Krshnadévaraya’s actions 
against the rebellions m Ummattiir by the chiefs'*° at the beginning of his 
reign, and the statement!2! of Portuguese ambassador, Friar Luiz who 
Stayed at Vyayanagar in 1510, leaves the :mpression that Vira Narasimha 
filed to subdue the chiefs of Ummattiir and Srirangapittan before his death 
He was however, successful in bringing under his sway the Tulu rajya by 
defeating Immad: Bharrava Arasa Vodaya,'?2 king of Karaikkal, who 
sought safety in flight 


“Tne Gayapati ‘king Praftaparndra diso G14 not lag ‘vénind in taking 
advantage of the disturbed conditions of Vyayanagar The Kaftaka Raja 
Vamsavah 3 records, that m the 13th anka, that 1s in 1509, Prataparudra 
invaded Vyayanagar kingdom This 1s also alluded to in Chaitanya Bhagavata '24 
which states that at the tume of the arrival of Chartanya at Nilachala 
(between February and March, 1509) Prataparudra was away engagedin a 
war with Vyayanagar Vira Narastmha entrusted to his brother Krishnaraya 
the task of repelling the invasion, and he 1s said to have succeeded not only 
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in pushing back the mvaders but also in making gifts in token of this victory 
The Hampi Epigraph of 1510 of the same monirch also alludes to this victory 
of Krishnaraya agamst the Gayapati 45 Vira Narasimha, after a reign 
of five years spent mostly in fighting with his enemies, internal and external, 
died while he was actually making preparanons for another campugn His 
reign, though short 1s significant in one respect He instituted the custom of 
settling the disputes by means of duels fought in the presence of the emperor, 
and whoever was successful or showed proficiency in the art of fencing, was 
rewarded with nich gifts and beautiful mudens' This indirectly helped the 


growth of marti spirit in the subjects of the Raya and facilitated mobilisation 
in an emergency 


Krishnadévaraijya (1509-1530) 

Krishnadevaraya ascended the throne in defiance of the claims of the 
sons of tus brother 126 Inscriptions show in unmustakable terms that Vira 
Narasimha and Krishnadévaray1 were on good terms Krishnadévaraya 
and his mother Nigalidévi are referred to in the inscriptions in most res- 
pectable terms, while Achyuta and Sriranga and their mother are never 
mentioned Although the succession of Krishnadevariya took place between 
May 4 and July 22, 1509, his coronitton was perhaps postponed to 
SriJayanti day which coincided with his birth day on Saka 1432, Sukla/8 August 
1509 We have valuable information about Knshnadévaraya’s achievements 
ind those of his subordinates from inscriptions as also contemporary 


accounts both foreign and Muslim as well as Hindu chronicles and 
literature 


The condition of the kingdom on the eve of his accession was far from 
satisfactory The Ummatttir chief whose subjugation was left incomplete by 
his brother, proved an immediate menace to the safety of the kingdom 
Pratiparudra Gajipiti, who succeeded Purush6ttam, not only held Udayagiri 
and Kondavidu, but 1so threatened the peace of the kingdom by an invasion 
In the northern front at the time of the Raya's accession, ‘ Adil Shah and the 
Bahmani Sultan were at wir with Vyayinigar forces Inthe west, the 
Portuguese were slowly feeling their way to power, breaking the hegemony 
of the sovereignty of Calicut By defeating the combined fleets of the Zamerin 
and Egypt on 3 February 1509 they established their supremacy on Indian 
125 Sewell List of antiquarian remains in Madras Presidency, EI, Vol 1 p 370 
126 According to Nuniz King Busbal Rao summoned his munister Siluva Timma to his 

death bed and commanded him that he should place the king s eight year old son on 
the throne after his death and put out the eyes of his half brother Knshnadévaraya to 
prevent him from seizing the throne ‘imma pretended to obey the orders of the 
hing put out promptly the eyes of a she goat and produced them before the dying 
king Sajuva Timma after the death of his master, set aside the claims of the late 


king's son and raved Anshnadévaraya to the throne Sewell, op cit, p 314 315, 
but Rayavaelakam gives a different story 
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waters This gave them monopoly in horse trade which they used as a power- 
ful weapon in their dealings with the Indian princes The attempt of the 
Portuguese to reduce Cahcut ended in a disaster In 1510 Albuquerque 
turned to Krishnadévaraya for succourand despatched Fnar Luiz to Vyaya- 
nagar to arrange for an offensive alliance agunst the Zamorm He obtained 
from the Raya a site for the construction of a factory between Bhatkal and 
Mangalore In return for this help the Portuguese promised the Raya assistance 
in the conquest of Gor, and monopoly for the supply of horses.!2?_ The 
avatlable historical sources Amuhtamalada, Rayaadchakamu, Krishnaraya- 
yyayani, the Karfiyats and inscriptions from Wyayanagar side describe m 
minutest detail the wars waged by Krishnadévaraya Curiously there 1s no 
reference to any war prior to the conquest of Udayagiri in the chronicle of 
Numz To start with, according to Vyayanagar sources Krishnadévaraya 
involved himself with his northern neighbours His Hampi insertption dated 
28 January, 1510 alludes to hus war with the Sulttin and the Gajapatis This 
Mushm chief against whom Krishnadévaraya fought was Muhammad Shah Il 
of Bidir* This tsina way alluded to the instructions given by Afonso de 
Albuquerque to his agent at Vyayanagar who was instructed to inform the Raya 
that the Portuguese would help him in his wars against the Sultan on the con- 
ditions already mentioned Though Mahmid Shah Bahmini’s authority 
was confined to Bidar only m the year 907/1501 he resolved that once in each 
year all the Amirs and Wazirs should come to the Royal court and join 
the campaigns agamst Vyiyanagar 28 Historsans like Ferishta and 
Syed ‘Ali describe the camprign aginst Vyayanagar in which Sultan Mahmtid 
Shah sustained defeats and received serious injunes, though there as discrepancy 
with regard to the date Krshnadévaraya’s victory over Mahmiid Shah can 
be dated on the authority of Portuguese account and on his own Hamp record 
of the date between May 1509 and January 1510 In this battle Mahmfid Shah, 
accompanied by Mahtk Ahmad Bahri, Nii Khan Khwaj1-: Jahan, ‘Adil 
Khén Qutbu’l-Mulk, ‘Imadu’l-Mulk, Dastfiru'l-Mamalik, and Mirza 
Lutufu’l-lah moved out of Bidar, and they were opposed by the Vyayanagar 
general Ramiray Timma The campugn ended in a disaster and the Bahmani 
nobles had to retreat towards Bidar They were pursued by the Vy.yanagar 
forces, and Ytisuf ‘Adi! Khan seems to have turned round to give brittle. In 
the engagement near Kovilkonda ‘Adil Khan was defeated and killed * 
Kovilkonda was captured without much difficulty, 


127 Albuquerque, Commentaries, HW, pp 7277 
* [This should be the Bahmant Sultan, Shihibu'd din Mahmud who reigned from 
1482to 1518 and was thus Krishnadévariya’s contemporary Ed] 
128 OLA, XXVIII, p 316, Further Sources, I, 190 
*{YUsuf ‘Adil khan actually died a natural death at Byapur m 916/150 His chronogram 
weatiys 93 lon (His “place 1s 1n Paradise”) answers to that date He died of dropsy 
at the age of 75 lunar years Ed] 
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Ismail ‘Adil Khan succeeded his father Yosuf ‘Adil Khin, and 
Kamal Khan, who was the mght hand man of YOsuf ‘Adil Khan directed 
the affairs of the State as its regent during the boyhood of Isma‘ll This 
adventurous noble, in his anxiety to widen the frontrers of the State, indulged 
in territorial aggrandisement which brought him into conflict with Malik 
Dasttir Dinar of Gulbarga This defeated chief, after loosing Gulbarga, fled 
to Baridu’l-Mamalik of Bidar who, accompamed by the Sultan, marched at 
the head of an army to fight Kamal Khan Inthe encounter ‘ Adil Khiin’s 
forces defeated the armies of opponent and the Sultan was taken pnsoner by 
Kamal Khan Bidar also fell and Mahmid Shah was virtually interned an 
his own palace 


This contro! over the Bahmani Sultan enhanced the power of ‘Adil 
Khan and roused the jealoustes of other nobles Baridu’l-Mamalhk, Malik 
Ahmad Bahn, Qutbu’l-Mulk and Dastir Dinar joined their forces, marched 
agamst Bidar and laid siege toit The fort held out for a while but later on it 
was surrendered The victorious armies now moved against Gulbarga and from 
there into ‘Adil Khanidomimions The very erty Byapur was threatened An 
invitation was sent to Krishnadévaraya to invade Krishna-Tungabhadra Doab 
and even to occupy Byapur The Raya, responding to the invitation marched 
into the Doab in 1510, and laid siege to RaichGr Kamali Khan was able to 
defeat and drive away Birid and his allies but failed to evict the Raya from 
Raichfr This has been explained by modern writers as an act of deliberate 
policy of Kamal Khan He did not hke to embroil himself in a war with 
Knishnadévaraya, who had the support of the Portuguese Actually he entered 
into an alhance with Amir Barid for help, ceding to him Gulbarga and many 
other forts He imprisoned Isma‘il ‘Adit Khan in Byapur and proceeded to 
Sholaptir with a large army im order to reduce that fort. Stmultineously 
Amir Barid virtually imprisoned Mahmiid Shah at Bidar and himself moved 
to Gulbirga to occupy it = But as misfortune would have it, when Kamal 
Khan was about to declare his independence, he was assassimited at the 
instigition of Queen Mother, in May 1511, 


This unexpected turn of events gave power to Isma‘tl ‘Adil Khan but 
the kingdom of Byapur had become a prey to dissensions Two parties, sup- 
porters of the late Kamal Khan, consisting of Khurasani and Turkish nobles 
started fighting with each other. Krishnadévaraya, after his victory at Rauchiir, 
moved northwards and advinced on Gulbarga Perhaps compelled by the 
Raya’s pressure Amir Barid vacated Gulbarga and retreated to Bidar. He 
was pursued to Bidar which was also captured Mahmud Shah, who was 
kept a virtual ciptise there, was set it liberty and restored to power by 
Krishnadévarava and this was rommemorated by Raya by assuming the title. 
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Yasanarayasthapanacharya 12° 

While Knshnadévaraya was busy with the affuirs of Bahmant Sultans, 
the chiefs of Ummatttr rose in revolt and defied the authority of the Raya; 
but he could not bestow any attention to this problem til he was free. 
Krishnad@saraya’s next expedition was agamst the Ummatttr chicf Gangaraja 
who had two impregnable forts Srasamudram and Srirangupattan He 
showed no inclination to submit, This campugn, which has been dismissed 
ina brief note in Rayaachakam and Krshnarayavyayamu as a single day’s 
affair, however, appears to be a protracted aperation extending overa year. 
The contemporary inscriptions and Portuguese writings also refer to this event, 
Gangaray1, defying the authority of the Raya, occupied Penukonda The 
Raya despitched his forces, reconquered Penukonda and appointed Rayasam 
Kondamarusu to rule over it =While the quis: historical works refer to above 
allude to the capture of Ummatttir and Sivas imudram, the Paryatapaharanam 
actually describes the dismanthng of Ummuitttr and Sivasamudram forts. 
Gangaradja, while fleeing from the fort was drowned inthe Kavért and lost 
his life 


Krishnad@saraya’s next campaign was against the Gayapatis Nuniz?3° 
tells us that “the Raya after his coronation stayed at the city of Besnigi for 
a year and ahalf. He learnt that three fortresses Modegul (Mudgal), Rachel 
(Rarchtir) and Odigin (Udayagirl) remamed unconquered by Siijuyai Nara- 
simha Resolving to conquer these he mide extensive preparations and set out 
on amirch towards the east ag unst the Gayipiti in 1513 to reduce the fort of 
Udayagiri * While this seven yeirs’ war is described in detatl in almost 
all the sources of Vijayanngar history, the Onssin sources are silent about it. 
The Kaifiyat of Jagannadham briefly refers to it saying that “in the 20th yetr 
of the king he marched to conquer Mahendra Kataka the rulers of which 
offered stubborn resistance and caused menace and much loss to the royal 
army. The king at last mide peice and returned to Kataka 7! 
Amutiamalada, which 1s a book by the Raya himself, supplies live distinct 
Stages in this campign 2, capture of Udayagiri, fall of Kond widu, 
surrender of Kondapalll, setting up of the pillar of victory at Simhadrpotndru 
and finally the attack upon Kataka, the captial of the Gayaprtis 
129 Journal of Onental Research (JOR), Vol X, p 153 76, further Sources U, 14 (C) 

114 (D), 114 (A) 


[There ts absolutely no mention in 114 (C) or 114(D) of the capture of Bidar Moreover 


Gulbarga was never under the Baridis Nor 1s it mentioned that Krishnad@vardaya 
set free Mahmid Shah 


The report, re, “Capture of Gulbarga by Arishnadévartya”™ 114 (b), 1s 
anonymously reported Eventhen there is no mention of the capture of Bidar 
(See Further Sources, Vol Il (fr }~114 (a), p 101, 114 (b) Ed] 
130 Sewell op ct, p 316 
131 Mack Mss, 15 6-48 
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Udayagiri, the southernmost hill fort of the Gajyapati dominions, was 
considered impregnable but was attacked by the Raya in January 1513. The 
siege lasted a year and ahalf Nuniz states that the Raya put into field nearly 
34,000 foot soldiers, 8,000 elephants and took the Jead in person, and by cutting 
many paths across the rocky hills, and breaking up many great boulders, made 
2 roid for the soldters to approach the towers of the fortress 32 Pratapa- 
rudra Gayapati marched at the head of the army to relicve the garrison but 
was defeated '33. The fort fell on 9 June 1514 when the Raya took an uncle 
of the Gayapati as prisoner and entrusted the administration of the territones 
to Rayasam Kondamarusayya '34 He now returned to the capital To celeb 
rate this great event, the Raya, accompanted by hts queens Tirumaladévi and 
Chinnidévi, visited Tirupati and presented the 1dol with 30,000 gold pieces '45 


Kondavidu was the next target of attack His mscrniptrons!?® inform us 
that before marching against the fortress which the Raya took in a single assault, 
the minor forts of Addanki, Vinukonda, Bellamkonda, Nagarunakonda, 
Tangédi and Kétavaram, detached Prataparudra Gayapatiin a pitched battle on 
the banks of the river, lard siege to Kondavidu and captured Virabhadra, son 
ofthe Gajapati along with several other chiefs including two Muslim generals, 
Mall0 Khan and Uddanda Khan Kondavidu was captured on 23 June 1515 
The R&ja entrusted the government of this fort to Sajuva Timma, who had 
taken a Jeading part in this attack and returned to his capital visiting Amaravatl 
and Srigulam At Amaravati he celebrated his victory by performing 
Ratnadhenu = Saptasagara and Tulapurusha mahadanas ‘37 — Pratéparudra 
moved to Kondapalli where he concentrated all his force. The Raya, however, 
did not start on the camptign for some months His Ahdbilam inscription, 
dated 21 December 1515,!38 shows that he was present there on that date 


* Taking and ravaging all the countries which had no reason to expect 
him there * he finally arrived at Kondapalli where all the chtefs of Orissa had 
gathered to oppose him = The fort was invested and the commander Praharés- 
vara Patra, along with the other nobles and ‘the wife of the king of Oriya’ 
were taken captives all of whom he sent to hus capita] by road.39 = After 


132, Sewell * ep cit, p 316 
133) ADI, Vol WM, 037, 38, 40 and 41, SH, Voi IV, 255, MER, 22 of 1889 


134 Hi Krishna Sastrr RASS, 1908 9, p 176 
1353 SH, Vol IV, 282, 283 and 284 


i re at ee Ae 1903, pt Il, para 16, 196 of 1903, 1904, para 23 
op ct, p » Lf, VI, pp 1289, Anuks 
gS Pomme erat dia p muhtamalh ada, p 37 
139 aN as cit, p 319 ASR, 1908-09, p 179 Some of the captains taken prisoners 
at the fort of Kondapallt were Mfustims ang on that basis some modern writers have 
expressed the opinion that Prataparudra sought and obtained help from Sultin-Quli 


of Gothonda = Rayasachakam hints at the friendly relations that existed between the 
Gapipatt and Suljan-Qult, but Arishnara)arjayam does not support it 
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this the Riya followed wp his successes and reduced Anantagiri, Undrakonda, 
Urlagonda, Aruvapalli, Jallipalli, Kand:konda, Kappalavayi, Nalagonda, 
Khambhammettu, Kanakagiri, Sankaragiri (all in the Tilangana region) 
and finally arrived at Simhadri He 1s said to hive waited for a considerable 
time for the Gayapatl to give him battle 4° Nuniz gives six months for the 
Raya’s stay here while his own records at Simhadri allow only two months 
Both the Raya and Peddana refer in their works to the erection of a Jaya 
Sthambha with an inscription describing the disgrace of Prataparudra at 
Potntir 4! In June 1516 the Raya arrtved at his caprtal by way of Rayah- 
mundr perhaps leaving the armies at Potntir under Kondamarusayya to proceed 
further into the homelands of the Gayapati '42 In the meanwhile the Raya took 
rest at his capital and celebrated his triumph by constructing a House of 
Victory 43 Jn almost all the Suva and Vishnu temples of Cholamandala 
gifts were made on a large scale It 1s after this date that Nuniz places the 
suicide of the Gajapati prmce, Virabhidra, who was held as a prisoner by the 
Raya This prince was famous ‘as a verv active man_ dexterous 
with both sword and dagger 7The Raya wanted to see the expertness in 
sword play, sent messengers to call the son of the king of Ortya to fence 
with somebody who was not of the Royal blood but an expert in the art, 
Prince Virabhadra felt offended and killed himself '44 This death of his 
grown up son affected Prataptrudra very much The pressure of Viyayanagar 
armies under Kondamarusayya'*5 on hts capital became unbearable 

He was thus compelled to sue for peace accepting all the terms dictated by the 
Raya HH Kmshna Sastm'4® credits the Raya with a second campaign 
agamst Kalinga when he burnt the capital Cuttack before accepting the terms 
of peace offered by the Gajapatt In support of this he cites the evidence of 
Nuniz who wrote that Krishnidéviraya invaded the territory of ‘ Catuir’ 

which he brought under his sway ‘Catuir’ of Nuniz has been tdentified 

by SK Asyengar With Sivasamudram the capital of Ummattir chief 


Gangaray? '4? These views have been questioned by Venkataramaniyya, who 
identifies it with Kayattar 18 


140 Sewell op cit, p 309 
Al Ibid, p 319, Amuktamalada 1, 40 , Manucharitra, 1, 39 


142, ASR, No 74 of 1903 and para 23, ARE 1904, 174 and 175 of 1899 , 457 of 1923, 
TDER, p 176 


143° ASR, No 64 of 1915 , 196 of 1903 , Sources No 38 to 41 , 284 of 1922 


144 This story of Nunuz was seriously questioned by H Krishna Sastn, Arch Sur Ann Rep 
1908-09, p 178, relying on an inscription in EC, Vol XI Dg, 107 This view was 
supported by Dr § K. Aryengir, in Hindustan Review, 1917, p 345 

145° ASR, No 824 of 1922 , Amuktamahada 1 57 

146 ASR, 1908-09, p 182 

147 Hindustan Review, 1917, p 340 


148 Venkataramanayya —- Studtes in. Thered Dynasty, App A 
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Krshnarayavyayamu and the Chronicle of Numiz make tt very clear 
that the object of the Raya’s war with the Gajapati was to secure a perma- 
nent peace, though these two sources differ regarding the means by which the 
Raya secured it Nuniz tells us that the Raya dictated the terms and 
Prataparudra, hearing that his son was dead, wrote to Sajuva Timma asking 
by what means he could ransom his wife who had remained in the power of 
the king To this he replied that he should arrange the marriage of his daughter 
with the king and that afterwards the king would restore him his wife and lands 
This was accepted ‘ The king of Onya sent him his daughter and with the 
coming of her, they were friends Crisnarao restored the lands on the other 
side of the river and kept those on the higher side for himself ’’49 A treaty 
was signed between the two powers in August 1519,'5° 


This rising power of the Raya roused the jealousy of hus nesghbouring 
Sultans While he was busy with the Kalinga campaigns Isma‘ii ‘Adil Khan 
busied himself in warlike operations on the west coast, partly undermining 
the authority of the Raya The murder of Friar Luiz at Vyayanagar by a 
Turk fortunately did not estrange the relations between Vyayanagar and the 
Portuguese Albuquerque at one stage intervened and requested Isma‘il 
to stop hostilitres against Hanavar '5' In the meanwhile Isma‘il emboldened 
by the preoccupations of the Raya, managed to occupy the fortress of Raichiir. 
The Raya had to unsheath his sword and he marched against Isma‘sl_ Ferishta 
and Nuniz refer to this campaign According to the former the Raya secured 
the neutrality of the other Sultans and marched against RarchOr with a large 
army On 19 May 1520 battle was fought on the banks of the Krishna when 
‘Adil Khan was defeated and his army pushed ito the river with great slaughter 
The commander of Isma‘ils army Silabat Khan was taken prisoner !* 
One of the inscriptrons'53 of Krishnadévaraya’s reign refers to the construction 
of a temple at Ratchiir by Kanthamarayja Singaraya This record 1s dated 
21 July 1521 Raichiir must have been reduced by the Raya some time before 
that date Ferishta’s account gives one the impression that at the time of the 
battle, Raichtir was in the possession of Vyayanagar and the Raya moved with 
lus forces to oppose {sma‘il who came to captureit Even modern writers 
on the subject are divided, some accepting the verstron of Numz and 
others taking Ferishta’s as correct and discounting the account of Nuniz !54 


149 Sewell, op ct, p 320 ff 


150 On his way to Vijayanagar, the Raya visited Vyayawada and Snkakulam and wrote 


Anuktamaty ada which he dedicated to Sri Venkatéswara at Tirupati Seealso Arsfna 
r@yavyayamut Canto IV, Sources, p 144 , Peddana’s Chatu verse 
No formal treaty between the Portuguese and the Raya could materialise as Albu- 


querque tried to exploit the situation to his own 
152 Sewell op cit, p 147 advantage 


153 SH IV, 789 
154 TDER, p 783. 


151 


VIJAYANAGAR 121 


There are other authorities that refer to the events of these campaigns 
Castanheda, who was in India in 1529, asserts that “while Sequeira was 
absent at the sea, war broke out between the king of Vyayanigar and 
‘Adil Khan at the close of which the latter was defeated and put to flight while 
the Hindus took Raichflr and other places” Sequeira [eft Goa for the 
Red Sea on (3 February 1520 and the battle of Raichir should therefore have 
been fought at that time by the Raya to reconquer Raichtr = Krishnaraya’s 
Court musienin, Lakshmintiraiyana, in his Sangita Suryodaya, also describes 
this war of the Raya with the Yavanas at Gobbtiru, when ‘Adil Khiin was 
put to flight and the fortress of Raich was occupied $55 The Raya invaded 
the kingdom of Byapur in 1523 again to punish the Sultan for the muis- 
behiviour of Asad Khan Lari He entered the city of Gulbarga and 
razed it to the ground Here the Riya found three Bihmanl princes 
detained in the prison by ‘Adil Khan with the intention of raising one of his 
own brothers-in-law, a bistard son of Sultin Mahmtod IH who had died in 1518. 
The Raya set up one of the three sons of the late Sulf%n on the throne and 
retired to his capital with the other two '6 Contemporary Telugu literature 
credit the Raya with a victory over the chicf of Navida, Sikandhara, and 
Pafichagauda Né&vada is referred to in Vasucharitra also Sakandhira has 
been identified by Inte K V Lakshmint Rao with Sthandar Shah of Guytrat 

However these identifications need further confirmation 57 


Krishnidévaraya was the greatest of Viyyanager rulers Paes, who 
stayed at his court, furmishes us an interesting account of Ins personality. 
“He is a great ruler and a man of much justice but subject to sudden fits of 
rage.’ He was u soldter, scholar and statesman, who Kuew no defeat He 
commanded the armies in person and showed extraordinary courage in situ 
trons of the gravest danger He was an able administrator who had the welfare 
af tus subrects and the grospecty af the hanger wppermest wa bas sad 
His own work Amuhktamalyada is a verbil testimony of his scholarship, 
and contains the principles of Rayidharma preached and practised by him 
He was a keen observer of men and always selected the best for his service. 
He showed definite partiality for Brahmans in the matter of recruitment 
Perhaps influenced by the long military traditions of the Brahmans, he laid down 
that they should be accorded positions of responsibilities in the army 


He was a great builder of and a gifted scholar in Telugu and Sanskrit— 
Amuktamah ada and Jambavattkalyanam are his extant works, and lus reign 
marks the hugh watermark of perfection reached in Telugu hterature The 


155 Further Sources, Ib 116-A 
156 Sewell, op cit, p 357, Amuktamalyada, Sources, p 136 Burhan, 1A, XXVUI 
PP 322 323 
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new schoo! of thought adumbrated by Srinatha at the court of the Reddis 
attained its full matunty at the Court of the Raya We find stalwarts like 
Peddana, Nandi Timmana and others, producing Prabandha Kavyas of the 
first order under the Raya’s patronage He had a literary circle ‘Ashta- 
diggajas’ at his court and tooh immense delight in presiding over and watching 
the disputations or reading of the kavitasin his Blunanavyayam or Palace of 
Victory Residents of the emprre, including the visitors to the city enjoyed 
the elaborate ind luxurious festivities connected with the Nav aratr: celebrations 
Above all the Raya was most tolerant and allowed people the fullest freedom 
to profess any religion they liked In the words of Barbosa, “the king 
allows such freedom thit every min may come and go and live according to 
his own creed without suffering any annoyance and without enquiring 
whether he 1s a Christian, Jew Moor or Heathen Great equity and justice 
is observed to all, not only by the ruler but by the people one to another ”"!*8 


In 1524 Krishnadévaraya nominated his son Tirumala who was only 
six years old as Yuvarayja but he fell ill and died shortly after Nuniz tells us 
that the Raya suspected Sajuva Timma of poisoning his son and blinded him 
and cast Timma and his sons into prison One of the sons escaped later and 
raised the standard of revolt, but was defeated and imprisoned !59 The 
last years of the Raya were thus rendered unpleasant Taking advantige of 
these disturbinces Isma‘il ‘Adil Khan marched against Raichiir but withdrew 
when he heard that the Raya was coming at the head of his forces To teach 
him a lesson the Raya planned to retake Belgam and encouraged the 


Portuguese also to declare war on Byapur In the midst of these operations 
he fell all and died in 1529 160 


Achy uta (1530-1542) 


Before his death Krishnad@varaya had made a will nominating his half- 
brother Achyuta as his successor as he himself had no son old enough to rule 
This arrangement was not liked by Ramargy, the son in-law of the Raya, who 
espoused the cause of another infant son of Krishnidévaraya '®t A envil 
War was almost threatened between Ramaraja and Achyuta's supporters led 
by Salakraja Peda Tirumala and China Tirumala Finally Achyuta, by grving 
his opponents a share in the Government, established himself on the throne 
These dissensions at the capital led to invasions by the Gajapatl and 


1S8 Sewell, op cit, 236-90 
159 sbid 


16) Rangacharya Topographical Inscriptions of the adras Presidency (VR) A 
rcot district 
373, ARE, 15 of 1915 ee) 


Ramaray s attempt to seize power was frustrated by SaJuva Narasingaraya Dandanayaka 


who governed the kingdom ull the amval of Achyuta from Chandragitt = Achyuta 
celebrated his coronation first at Tirupati and later at Kalahastt 
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Byapur Isma'il ‘Adil Khan and Prataparudra made simultaneous attack 
on Vyayanagar with a view to avenge their former insults and recover 
their lost terntory The Gajapati was defeated but was shown mercy '% 
Isma‘il ‘Adil, accompanied by ‘Imadu’l-Mulk and Amir Barid invaded the 
doab but was opposed by Appalaraja, son of Aravidu Ramaraya Timma who 
perished in the battle fought at Ktirakacherla,'®? while Isma‘1l occupied the 
forts of Raichfr and Mudgal Sultan-Quli Qutbu’l-Mulk also invaded 
Kondavidu in 1530 and the Vyayanagar governor offered resistance He was 
helped by the Velugoti chtef Timma!®! who was ruling over Gan m Kurnool 
district Achyuta himself marched at the head of his army, and the army 
of Golkonda was defeated and driven away Achyuta’s agreement to share 
power with Ramara) was not hked by Saluva Narasimha and the fatter, 
joining with the Chiefs of Ummatitir and Trruvadi, raised the standard 
of revolt in the Tamil districts Achyuta was obliged to march to 
the south The army commanded by Raya’s brother-in-law Salakaraju 
Tirumala was able to crush the rebellion and bring the entire south under the 
authority of the Raya The Aci utarayabhyudayam of Rayanadha Dindima 
describes the achievement of Achyuta and his move to the north 

He invested the fort of Raichfr when the ‘Adil Shahi kingdom was passing 
through a period of confusion consequent on the death of Isma‘iiin 1534, 
the dispute between his sons Mallii and Ibrahim, and the revolt of 
Asad Khan Lari The ruler of Byapur sued for peace, and after restoring his 
authority in Raichilr and Mudgal Achyuta returned to Viyayanagar '65 He 

had to march against some rebellious elements near Gutti :mmediately 

After suppressing the revolt of these chiefs Achyuta visited the shrine at 

Tirupati accompanied by his officers in January 1537.16 : 


The absence of Achyuta from the capital gave Ramaray a chance to 
Sirenethen, fas poutwen which fad weakened due to ‘ie death of whe wifant 
son of Krishnadévaraya whose cause he was espousing He removed from 
their positions all old servants, appointed hts own relatives and fnends im 
their places and actually brought in his service nearly three thousand Muslim 
soldiers who had been dismissed by Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah immediately on Ins 
Success in 1535. With this increased power he managed to put into custody 
Achyuta on his return from Tirupati, cast him into prison and proclaim 
himself king But when he was making preparations to celebrate his corona- 
tion, opposition gained strength and he was obliged to abandon his power 
and place a nephew of Achyuta, Sadagiva, on the throne as a nominal sovereign 


162. Tarakabrahmarajiyam of Radhamadhava, ALAR, 256 of 1910, ARE, 1911 pt It para $4 
163° Briggs, Itt, 66, Further Sources, 1, 234 

164 ARE, 1916 part II, para 68, LR, TV pp 273 
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and conduct the administration in his name. The extreme south defied 
Ramaray's authority and refused to pay tribute. That necessitated Ramaraj 
moving into the south During his absence Achyuta escaped from prison, 
and with the help of lus brother-:n-law Tirumala seized power. Ramaraj 
hurriedly marched back to Vyayanagar patching up his trouble tn the north; 
but his arrival at the capital was very much delayed due to the defection of 
his partisans These disturbances at the capital gave an opportunity to 
Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah to lay stege to Vyayanagar Achyuta did not give battle 
ta the besieger lest he might join the army of Ramuaray, while the fatter, also 
thinking on the same lines, did not fight Byapur  Ubrahim was however obliged 
to return to his kingdom hearing of the treachery of Asad Khan Lari who, 
not happy with the new Sultin, had invited Burhan Nizam Shah to invade 
Byapur, and at the same time induced Ramirajto attack Ibrahim brahim 
offered negotiations with Achyuta and Ramaray patched up the quarrel and 
Teturned to Vyayanagar 


During the fast years of Achyuta he lapsed into a fe of luxury Tht 
gave a chance to his brother-in-law to gather all powerin his hands =Adminis- 
tration became lax due to heavy taxation which gave the people the least 
sympathy for the monarch In the south the way was paved for the establish- 
ment of N&ayakships at Madura, TanjavOr and Jiny, while the Portuguese 
carried on mass conversions on the coust of Tuticorin. 


Jenkaja f (1542) ° 

Achyuta's son Venkata I succeeded him. As he was still a child 
Sutkaraja China Tirumali made himself the regent and begin to rule the 
kingdom The Quecen-mother Varadadév:, suspecting the motives of her 
brother, requested ‘Adil Shah to help her in securing the throne for her son. 
* Romaraj, who was closely watching the progress of events at Vyayanagar, 
liberated Sidasiva from his prison at Guttl, and having proclaimed him 
emperor appealed to ‘Adit Shth for help in establishing his authority.” 
‘Adil Shah agreed to help Ramardy and invaded Vyayanngar but was defeated 
by Trrumala. Venkata I and all the members of the royal family were hilled 
and Tirumals started to rule the kingdom.'6? Ramardj, at last in the name 
of Sadigiva, moved with fim, occupied Penukonda and proceeded against 
Gandtk6t1 Salakaraja Tirumala who came to oppose him was defeated 
at number of places and finally in the engagement which took place on the 


binks ee Tungibhidra he was killed and Sadagiva was crowned at Viyaya- 
nwgir, 
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Sadagua (1542-1572) 

Inscriptions show Sadagiva as emperor between 1543 and 1576; but 
all power was concentrated in the hands of Raimar&) who made eventful 
changes in the administration of the empire The old civil services, consisting 
of trusted and loyal men whose integrity was unquestioned, was broken 
All the Brahman officers, who formed the bulwark of the situation, were elim:- 
nated since they did not submit to the nefarious schemes of Ramara; 
Raimabhattayya and Ramaydmatya were the only Brahman officers at note who 
took part in the government under Ramaray and even they go out of the 
scene after 1550 Only one, Puligadda Papanarasayya remained in service till 
the end 6° The place the Brahmans had filled were given to Kshatriyas and 
Telugu Chdlas along with Kamma and Araviti chiefs Another important 
change introduced by Ramaray was the admission of Muslims in large numbers 
in the Vyayanagar army. They were given all amenities and facilities which 
enabled them to acquire an intimate knowledge of internal affairs'7° But 
more important than these was the deviation in the traditional policy towards 
the Sultfnates. Vyayanagar had never interfered in their internal affairs. 
Rimaray was the first to entangle himself in the inter-state policies of the 
Sultinates, and throughout his career he busted himself in setting one against 
the other and establishing hts hegemony, and in_ this task he was assisted by 
lus brothers Tirumala and Venkatadr: The Ra@marayiyamu gives him a 
chain of titles and recounts the victories achteved by Ramaray which hailed 
him as ‘the Saviour of the Kannada kingdom’, 


Immediately afte: the coronation of Sadasiva, Ramaray had to despatch 
armies in 1543 under his cousin China Tirumala and Vithala to establish the 
authority of the empire in its most distant corners The trouble was started 
by the ruler of Trivancore and the proselytising activities of Roman Catholic 
missionaries in the pearl fishery coast, supported by the Portuguese governor 
of Goa, Martim Affonso de Sousa, who took delight in desecrating and 
plundering Hindu temples '7! During the rainy season of 1543 this rapacious 
Portuguese officer planned an attach on Kanchi to plunder the rich temples 
there but was fotled by the trmely action of the Riya The enemres of Ramaray, 
who could not see him permanently established in power, also defied his 
authority and obtained control over Chandragiri! and the Choja country, 
Ramaray’s army under China Timma routed the forces of these rebels and 


re established his authority His brother Vithal was appointed to rule over 
the subdued regions 
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Ramaray’s relations with the Portuguese changed with the coming of 
Martim Affonso de Sousa who attacked the port of Bhatkal and plundered tt. 
De Sousa’s governorship ended in 1545 and he was succeeded by Jodo de 
Castro, and Ramaray concluded with him a commercial treaty in 1546 In 
1558 Ramaray’s attack on the Portuguese settlement at Sin Thome to chastise 
the misstonanes and despatch of troops under Vithal to take Goa, however, 
estranged the relutions between the two 172 


The struggle between Sadasiva and the Sultanates started almost on 
the very day of his coronation Regarding the events connected with the 
wars of Vyjayanagir against them and the accounts left by Muslim histor:ans, 
we have useful data in Keladmrpayvyayam and Velugotuarnamsayah 
Ferishta refers to an attach on Vyayanagar by Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah When 
he heard about the revolution at Vyayanagir he 1s said to have despatched 
Asad Khan to reduce the fortress of Ad6ni + Venkatadr, who opposed them, 
was successful at the outset in compelling him to retrert Asad made a 
surprise attack again and Venkatadm was forced to make peace with him 
Again m 1542-43, after entering into a treaty with Burhan Nizam Shah of 
Ahmadnagar, Ibrahim attacked Vyayanagar These aggressive wars of 
Tbrahim forced R&maray to change his policy of defence By his diplomacy 
he created dissensions between the Sultans, won over Burhan to his side, and 
inflicted defeats on Ibrahim in three successive campaigns In these he was 
ably assisted by Venkatadri By 1552 ‘Adil Shah was crushed, and Rarchtir 
and Mudgal were retaken from the ‘Adil Shahis Burhan Nizam Shah died 
in 1553 and was succeeded by his son Husain Nizam Shah who allied with 
Ibrahim Qutb Shah and invaded Byapur im 1558, and lad siege to Gulbarg 
in 15578 This drew * Adil Shah to Ramaray for assistance and he readily 
responded marching at the head of his forces, and compelled the invading 
allies to retire to their respective dominions +Ramaray, who was thus involved 
in the politics of the Sultanites, arranged a meeting of all the four kings 
convened at the junction of the Bhim1and the Krishna A treaty was signed 
and it was made obligatory on the parties to join together and in the case of any 
unjust attack upon one of them by a signatory of the treaty the others should 
combine and punish the aggressor Ibrahim ‘ Adil Shah died in 1557 and hus 
son ‘ Ali was forced, by the aggression by Husain Nizam Shah, to flee to the 
court of Vyayanagar Ra@maray treated him as his own son and helped in the 
confitct with Husain Nizam Shih who was forced to restore Kalyani to ‘Adil 
Shah In the war against Nizam Shah the Keladi Chef Sadagiva Nayak 
distinguished himself 173 


Ramaraj’s wars against Bidar are referred to in Ssatatvaratnal.aram 
and Kefadimrpavyayam im which Barid Shah 1s said to have been defeated and 
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taken prisoner in the thick of the battle RaAmaray’s relations with Ibrahim Qutb 
Shah were friendly at first The latter was even given asylum by Ramaray 
at his court when he fled to escape the wrath of his brother Jamshid After 
the death of Jamshid, Ibrahim was also helped to reach Golhonda. But these 
relations became stramed when Ramariy invaded Ahmadnagar, as the Sultan 
of Golkonda perhaps felt jealous of the msing power of Ramaraj and tned to 
help Nizim Shah 174 Ramaraj, who could not brook this hostileconduct of 
Ibrahim, took advantage of it and taught Ibrahim a Jesson in the conflict for 
KalyiiniJ when his kingdom was thrown into confusion by the Vayayanagar 
generals, Venkatadr: and Jagidév Rao who ravaged the country round 
Golkonda, and Siddarfyu Timmariyu the nephew of Ramaras and Governor 
of Kondavidu'?5 under Sitipati and Vidyadhar attached Rajahmundr 

Ibrahim was overpowered and he purchased peace surrendering 
Panagal and Ghanpuraé to Ramaray Thus for nearly two decades Ramaray 
hept the Sultans under his power and his army decided the fate of every major 
war in the Deccan. 


These frequent interferences m internal affairs irmtated the Sultans and 
they formed an alliance against Ramarady Opinions are divided regarding 
the person who took the lead Fersshta'?® gives the credit to Ibrahim 
Qutb Shah while Couto and Tabataba ascribe it to the Sultiin of Anmadnagar, 
However, the Sultan of Golhonda arranged for the reconcihation between 
‘Ali ‘Adil Shah and Husain Nizam Shah, which was further strengthened 
by a marrage between Husain Nizam Shah’s sister Chind Bibi with 
‘Ali ‘Adil Shah, while ‘Ali's sister was given in marnage to Husatn’s son 
Murtaza Tbrahim himself was the son-in-law of Husain, having married one 
of hus daughters in 1559 ‘Ali Barid Shah of Bidar also joined the confederacy 
Mushm historians explain the causes for the formation of this alhance in 
OMrentways Hoa saul thet Ramara) showed disrespect to Islam and 
injured the feelings of the Muslims The conduct of his soldiers at Ahmadnagar 
was also highly reprehensible §Ramaray behaved insolently towards the 
Sultans and their representatives and even seized some of their territories, 


he thus became so powerful as to cause danger to the safety of their 
kingdoms !7? 


A careful examination of the accounts of the contemporary Hindu 
writers show that many of the charges of these historians are unfounded 178 
Even with regards tothe date and place of the battle and the duration of the 
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fight there 1s no unanimity The village Kaifiyats and Ramaray Bakhair 
describe in detail the stte of encampment, the number of forces that were 
engaged efc There 1s considerable difference of opimton amongst modern 
scholars also on this point Sewell felt that this decisive battle wis fought 
* on the plains about the village of Bayapur or BhOgapitr on the road leading 
directly from Ingalg:to Mudhal "7? Nilkanta Sastriand N Venkataramanayya 
are of opinion that as the armies of Ramaray; were encamped between the 
villages Tangidigi and Rakkasige 1t would be appropriate to call it the battle 
of Rakkast-Tangadi * The fight started on the refusal of Ramara) to restore 
Riichfr and Mudgal and other forts demanded by ‘Adil Shah The army 
of the allies moved southwards on 26 December, 1564 and Ramaray, accepting 
the challenge, summoned all his dependents from the banks of the Krishna 
as far as the island of Ceylon for the defence of the empire Fighting started 
with the expedition of the allied army into Vyayanagar terntories A shot 
from one of the gunners of Husain NiZam Shah carned off the herd of 
Raimaray '*° 


Venkatadr: disappeared from the scene Tirumal1 made a hurned 
retreat to the capital and from there, taking all the treasure and the sovereign, 
Sadagiva moved to a safer place instead of organising the defence of the 
capital The grand city was thus exposed to the robber tribes of the neigh- 
bourhood !8! They demolished some of the temples and set fire to the palaces 
The spoilition of the city was so complete that it was nothing but a heap of 
ruins '#- 


Vyayanigar empire did not perish on the battlefield The unity which 
Was forged amongst the Sultans did not last long The defeat suffered affected 
only the military prestige of Vyayanigar Tirumala made peace with the 
Sultans ceding all the places his brother had conquered from them He 
returned to Vyayanigar after the depirture of the Sultans and tried to repopu- 
fate it He however preferred to rule from Penukonda as regent of Sadastva 


179 Sewell op cit, 199, N 2. 


*[The site of the battle as well as its course 18 discussed in Chapter VI section 2 above 
and more fully by Sherwani in his article on The Battle of the Arishra,’ JEff, 
December 1957, pp 35984 The battle was actually fought not at Raksagi and 
Tangad: as the authors of Further Sources ‘Mould have it but twelve miles south of 
the river, at spaneuhatit on the confluence of the Krishna and the Malaprabha 
See Campbell &ijapur District Ga esleer, 1884 pp 416 and 679 The Suljins’ 
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than from Vyayanagar for purely selfish reasons He had designs to 
the throne and he expected opposition from Peda Tirumala son of Ramaray 
by Tirumalamba daughter of Krishnadévaraya It 1s also likely thit Peda 
Tirumala had the sympathy of people at Vyayanagar 


Vv 


THE ARAVIDUS 
Tirumala (1570-1572) 


The interval of six years between the battle and the accession of Tirumala 
at Penukonda was a period of confusion and anarchy The kingdom was 
rent by disturbances and struggle between different chieftains The relatives 
of Ramaray. who were now appointed to rule over different districts, defied 
the authonty of Trrumala and invited foreign potentates to subvert his power. 
Konét: Kondardju, the ruler of Adoni, declared his independence He was 
followed by Velpiraya of Bankapfir, the Nayaks who held fiefs in the south, 
while Knshnappa son of Visvanatha ruling over Tiruvadi, began to subdue his 
neighbouring country, Madura Achyutappa, who was enjoying the Amaram 
of a few simas in Tanjore, occupied the Choja country, while Knshnappa, 
the commander of Jinji, seized a large part of Tondasmandajam,!®} Tirumala 
could not stop these forces of disintegration as he was helpless without an 
army However he did not lose heart He tried to equip an army and in 
doing so he was not always honest. He ss said to have insited horse traders 
from Go2 promising to pay the price demanded for the horses When they 
came he took possession of them urthout paying any price 4 He faccd 
an attack on the empire bs ‘Adil Shah who occupied Anegonds and sent his 
army 10 depose Tirumala at Penujondsa Ssavaram Chennappa Nayar, the 
commander of the fort, defzated the ‘Adit Shahi forces and put them to fight 
Tirumuls folloaed on the footsteps of his brother and sent an envoy to the court 
of Nizam Shah to seek help Thereupon Murtaza Nizam Shah's son marched 
against Byapur and forced ‘Alt ‘Adil Shah to retreat from Anégonds !#5 
Tirumala also won over the poserful Nayaks of Madura, Tanjore and Sings 
and, in order to keep control over them, divided the empire into three units 
corresponding to the three hingurtic areas; his eldest son Sriranga bec ime the 
tuler of the Telusu area v th Penukonda as his capital, the second son, Rama, 


£0t as his share the Kannada districts and ruled 


them from § : 
while Venkatz ffrangapattan, 


Ch pau, the youngest son, ruled over the Tamil districts with 
andrasin as bisch eftoon Tirumala formall, crowned himself as emperor 
In 1370 1t PenuLo~d2 at 2 np o'd age After asule of eleven months he retired 


ee 
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from public Iife and was succeeded by his eldest son Sriranga I Sad&givaraya 
passed into oblivion'®* and with him ended the Tujuva Dynasty 


Sriranga I (1572-1584-5) 

Sriranga, who took over the administration from his father, was faced 
with many problems The kingdom did not recover from the shock of the 
battle, the villages were desolate, fields uncultivated and worship in the 
temples not restored, while petty chieftains and Palaigars indulged in pillaging 
the country defying the authority of the Rayx Added to this was the invaston 
by the Byapur ruler guided by local chieftains who did not hke Sriranga 
*All ‘Adil Shah, accompanied by Timma Nayak of Handé family marched 
against Penukonda in 1576 Sriranga entrusted the defence of the fort to 
Sayaram Chennappa and left for Chandragiri Penukonda was besieged 
for more than three months, but ‘Ali ‘Adil Shih was not able to take it 
Sriranga sent envoys from Chandragiri to Golkonda seeking help Qutb 
Shah's relations with Byapur were at this time strarned He sent his armies 
under Muhammad Inj to plunder the Byapur territory, and despatched another 
officer to Chandragirt to conclude a pact with Sriranga The Raya was per- 
suaded to go in person to the Qu{b Shahi camp where an alliance was arranged, 
In order to ensure his position Sriranga also played a diplomatic gime He 
bribed the Handé chief Timm Nayik and induced him to desert the company 
of ‘Alt ‘Adil Shah and thus created confusion in the enemy cimp Taking 
advantage of this Chennippa inflicted a defeat on ‘ Adil Shih on 21 December, 
1576 ‘Adil Shah was obliged to raise the siege and return to his kingdom. 
This however, did not help Sriranga as Ibrahim Qutb Shah, who wis his 
aly, threw the peace treaty to the winds and invaded Karnatakin 1579 The 
feuds between M iths and Sar: families and the promise of help by the Handé 
chiefs ficititated the task of Ibrahim Two waves of lbrahim’s forces swept 
the northern part of the Vyayanagar kingdom One under Narahari Rao, 
assisted by the Hindé chicfs Malakappa and Kadambarfya Ind waste the 
Kurnool district, plundered the temple of Narasimha at Ahdbalam!#? and 
annexed the region to the Qutb Shahi domimons which was placed under the 
itindé cine asc rewitry for their heip * They could not however enjoy 
these lands for long Srirangy’s forces under Kondaraju Venkatarayu deferted 


18€  [t 1s beheved that Sadagiva was assassinated in a prison Sewell expressed the opinion 
that in 1568 Tirumala murdered his sovereign and seized the throne for himself * 
Heras however felt that he was not the murderer but an accomplice All these opinions 
are based on Tershta's observation that one of the sons of Tirumata had put to death 
the lawful king wh sh he had in prison Since we have inscriptions referred to Sada 
tiva’s rule til 1576 these opimons need not be taken seriously Senelf, 212, Aravtdu 
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the Handé chiefs in 1579, and drove them away from those areas brahim 
Qutb Shah was infuriated at the action of the R&ja’s general and sent an army 
under Haidarw’l-Mulk in March 1589 to subjugate Kondavidu, which was 
then governed by Gobbun) Timmiraju, a son-in-law of Ramaray The 
Qutb Shahi general had an easy mirch Crossing the nver Krishna he reduced 
the forts of Bellamkonda, Nagacunakonda, Macherla, Kocherlak6ta (when 
the Vélama chief K1sttiri Rangappa fled without grving battle), Udayaguri and 
a number of other minor forts, and finally lard siege to Kondavidu Gobbtri 
Timma, assisted by Velug6ti Timma, offered resistance The attempt of Velugdti 
Kasttin Rangappa and bus allies Kandi Timmana were foiled by the Qutb 
Shahi general but the fort of Kondavidu could not be reduced Haidarw’l- 
Mulk was replaced by Syed Shah Taqi Finally Ibrahim Qutb Shah, at the 
suggestion of Narahar: Rao, bribed the VelugSti chief Timma and obtained 
possession of the fort on 29 April, 1580, and the province of Kondavidu was 
lost for ever,!89 


Sriranga I could not meet effectively the Qutb Shahi invasion for he 
could not have the resources of the entire state at his command The division 
of the kingdom between Tirumala’s sons for administrative reasons was followed 
by their rule as independent kings while Sriranga got little help from hus brothers 
Added to this was the menace from the selfish Palaigars and chtefs who lost no 
opportunity to despoil neighbouring territorres In this the Sermas, the 
Vélamas, the Kshatriyas of Kondaraju, the Handé chief, the Maths and the 
Sin families quairrelled among themselves and gave no help to the Emperor im 
orgamsing the defence of the kingdom and defeating the tnvaders Srirang 
ruled up to 1584 85 and died without issue 


Venkata ff (1584-1614) 

Viranpa Kalajnanam states that Venkataprtidéva Maharaiva succeeded 
his brother Sriranga in January [586 His selection as against the claums of 
Tirumala and Srirang+, the minor sons of his elder brother Rama, Viceroy of 
Sritangipattan, was accepted by the nobles headed by Jagadévardya of Chenna- 
patnam as they felt that the kingdom needed a strong ruler who could restore 
order and offer effective resistance to foreign invasions Venkata I] justified 
the choice His first attempt to recover the lost termtones of Udayagiri 
brought him into conflict with Muhammad Quit Qutb Shah According to 
the monymous historian, Ibrahim despetched an erm under Aminu’l- 
Mulk to complete the conquest of the Vijavanarar turedom. This general 
matched agunst Gandikot? which was subdeed. Enq eatee Basiant oe of 
Nandyal and his nephes Narsingray who were related Pa the Rava a 
subdued and compelled to pay tribute The fort of Kurnool and Sut fell 
into the hands of the Quib Shahi, In phe rtanzhile the Sultan Serasell 
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marched at the head of a force and laid siege to Penukonda. Venkata II was 
taken unawares, and in order to gam time he sent his emussaries GOparaju 
Timma and Papayya Setti to the camp of Muhammad-Quli Qutb Shih to 
arrange for peace. A truce of three days was arranged, during which the Raya 
called all his chiefs, Jagadéva Rao, Math Ananta, Velugdti Kasttiri Ranga, 
Velugdt: Chenna und his son Venkatapati, Raghunatha of Tanjore, and arrang- 
ed for the defence of the capital casting off all pretenstons of submission to 
Muhammad-Quli. The Sultan, who was thus fooled, suffered heavy losses. 
The Siddhout record of Ananta and Raghunadhabhjnudayam refer, in 
unmistakable terms, to the defeat of the Sultan by the armies of the Riya. 
The Sultan, who was thus compelled to retire, 1s said to have entrusted the 
defence of the conquered forts of Gandihita and Nandyala to his own men 
and returned to his capital The Vyayanagar army captured Gutti, and 
marched against Gandikota Muhammad-Qul] Quid Shab ordered Afzal 
Khan, Governor of Kondavidu, to send reinforcements to Gandikota. Venkata- 
pati, who came to know of this, sent 4n army not only to intercept Afzal 
Khan but also to raid Kondavidu and Golkonda territories. The engagements 
at Gurramkonda, in which Math Ananta defeated the Ravilla chief, prevented 
the reinforcements reaching the Qutb Shahi garrison at Gandikota. Murtaza 
Khan, who was in the neighbourhood of the Raya, made a sudden attack on 
Cuddapah. Venkata II sent Yerra Timmaraja against him but he was defeated 
and driven away Muhammad-Quli Qutb Shah now sent Rustam Khan to 
assist Murtaza, and in the battle of the Pennr the Qutb Shahi army was defeated 
and chised across the Krishna. Muhammad-Qult had to accept the Krishna 
as the boundary between the two kingdoms, 


Venkata IT then turned his attention to set the internal condition in 
order, Tammana Gauda of K6lir, who revolted and refused to pay taxes, was 
attacked by the Raya’s army under VelusGt: Kastori Rangappa while Matli 
Ananta laud siege to the fort of Kolar. Tammaya Gauda was taken prisoner 
but was released when he paid the tribute due to the Raya. Venkata H dealt 
with a strong hand the rebellions of Nandél, chief Krishnamaraja and others 
in 1597-98 and proceeded against the rebellious chiefs in the Tamil country. 
The chief of Vellore resented the interference of Venkata II in the amarame 
which they had come to regard as their hereditary estate. When the Raya 
bestowed the Perumbtir Sima upon Yachamanayadu son of Velugdti KastOri 
Rangappa, Yicha, who took possession of the new estate, made Madhuriin- 
tukam his seat, and madea sudden attack on the fort of Uttaramallir. Linga 
who could not dislodge Yacha, sought the help of the Nayaks of Madura, 
Tanjore, Jinji, ete. In spite of their large forces, Yacha won a victory at Uttara- 
malltrin 1601, This became the starting point for the outbreak of rebellions 
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in the Tamil country which were stccessfully put down by the royal forces 
Venkata If now not only drove Linga out of Vellore fort but acturlly shifted 
his own government to that place.!%° 


Venkata II ruled for nearly three decades At the time of hts accession 
the kingdom was at the brink of dissolution He successfully repelled 
Qutb Shahi invasions, put down recalcitrant nobles, restored royal power and 
brought prosperity to the kingdom During the Inter part of his reign he hid 
to face the problems arising out of Akbir’s threatened invasions as also the 
advent of the Dutch who were the rivals of the Portuguese with whom Vyaya- 
nagar was on fnendly terms He realised that Akbar, who did not spare the 
kingdom of Ahmadnigarwould soon fall upon him He managed with utmost 
caution the secret missions of Akbar and ‘Adil Shah sent to Chandragir, and 
kept himself in reidiness against any eventuality The death of Akbar 
removed his fears Venkata II also showed great tact and firmness in his 
dealings with the Portuguese He was on cordial terms with them and Phihp II 
of Spain, thanked him 1n 1607 for the protection he give to the Jesurt Musson, 
which ws fully reciprocated by an order to the Nayak of Jini who had permit- 
ted the Dutch to build a factory at Dévanaprtnam But when circumstances 
changed and the Portuguese turned hostile, he allowed the Dutch to build a 
stone house at Pulicat and carry on trade from there The Portuguese, who 
did not like this, took law mto thetr hands and drove away the Dutch from 
Pulicat sn 1612, but Venkata II rehibilitated the Dutch there who erected 
another fort '9! 


Venkata was the greatest sovereign of the Aravidu family During 
his reign several embassies visited Chandragir: Hus generosity and love of 
learning, his devotion and zeil as a Hindu, his gifts to temples and above all 
his sympathy and understanding towards those following other religions 
cvohed commend ition Himself a great scholar, he patronised philosophers 
and scholars like Tatachirya, Appayyadikshits, a great Advaita Vedantin, 
Sudhindra, Chennamarayy, Tangoppula Mallina, Tenth Ramaknshni and 
others He took keen interest in the promotion of learning, established 
educational institutions at a number of places in his empire, and endowed 
them well for their maintenance He encouraged painters, native and foreign, 
and was responsible for general pitronige to all cultural activity 


Venkata had six wives but none of them hid male issue One of them 
feigned pregnincy and practised fraud on him by passing a Brahman boy as 
her son, but her plan miscarried Venkata, in order to avoid scandl, did not 
disown the child But before hus death he nominated Sriranga,a son of his 
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brother Rama of Srirangapattanam as his successor in preference to the clarms 
of this putative son 


Sriranga HH (1614) 

Ranga, who succeeded Venkata to the throne in 1614 was opposed by 
Jagearaya who espoused the cause of his own son-in-law who had been set 
aside, and refused to pay homage to Sriranga Supported by a few discontent- 
ed nobles, he took Sriranga by surprise, imprisoned him with his family and 
raised Clikkaraya, the supposed son of Venkata to the throne This outraged 
Velugodti Yachama Nayak who managed to rescue one of the sons of Sriranga 
from prison but his efforts to rescue Sriranga ended in the murder of all the 
members of the royal family by Jaggaraya This precipitated a civil war in 
which many feudatories ranged themselves on either side and plunged the 
empire into disorder and confusion After two years of warfare Yacha, 
helped by Raghunatha of Tanjore, killed Jaggaraya in the battle of Topptr 
and crowned Ramadevaraya as emperor in 1617 The battle of Toppir 


proved to be more disastrous than the battle of 1565 as it hastened the 
dissolution of the empire '92 


Ramadeva (1617-1630) 


Ramidéva, who was crowned by Yachann, had to fight mght through 
his career to get the empire under htscontro) Etiraj1, brother of Jaggaraya, 
continued to struggle against him but with the death of Chikkaraya in 1619 
he changed his plans and policies gave his own daughter in marriage to 
Ramadéva and strengthened hts position Yachama, who struggled hard, 
did not relish the rise of Gobbi family to power again and this Ied to the 
division of the court into two warring factions Taking advantage of this 
the Portuguese at San Thome forcibly occupied the local fort and planned to 
drive away the Dutch from Pulicat These disturbances encouraged Ibrahim 
‘Adil Shih of Byapur to march into Vyayanagar territory Under ‘Abdu’l 
Wahhab he despatched a force in 1619-20 towards Karna! Gdopalaraya, 
the chief of that place, was able to enlist help from Golkonda and Ibrahim 
thought it wise to enter into a treaty rather than continue operations But 
he had not given up his plan to occupy Karnul and he bided his time In 
1623-24 he once again sent hts general Wahhab against Gopalarayja and the 
Handé, Pemmasaniand Math chiefs yomed him to resist ‘Adil Shahi advance 
Wabhab laid siege to Karnal and his vigorous operations met with success 
Gopalaraja deserted his post and effected his escape from Karnfil which was 
occupied by the “Adil Shahi army in 1624* Ramadéva who could find some 
respite after the subjugation of the nobles, tried to recover the fort :n 1629 
192 Sources, Nos 91,86 90 and 93 Heras Civil War of Vyayanagar, JSH, V, 

a. Pihese Sources } p 326M Sahitya Ratnakara and Behutaha Charitram, 


* [Basatin, 273 says that Karnal was occupied by Byapur troops im 1021/1621 2 Ed] 
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but died without achieving success He nominated Peda Venkata, 1 grandson 
of Ramaraj, as his successor 


Venkata HI (1630-1642) 


The succession of Venkata IIE was questioned by Timmraya, the paternal 
uncle of Ramad@éva He seized the government and forced Venkat to remain 
at Anegondt People who regarded Timma a usurper did not support him 
The Nayaks of Madura, Tanjore and Jinyt opents defied him, and even helped 
Venkata This war of succession which started immediitely after the 
death of Ramadéva continued till about 1635 with fluctuating fortunes 
Finally in that year Venkata, with the help of his nephew Sriranga and the 
Nayaks of Jinp, defeated Timm? and killed him in 1635 Venkata occupied 
Vellore and established hus residence there The Sultan of Byapur, who had 
wrested Karntil, desired to occupy Penukonda and started miking preptrations 
for it Venkata sent Chindragiri Kiénéti Nayak to defend Penukonda 
The Nasyaks of Madura and Tanjore, feeling jealous of the growing mfluence 
of the Nayaks of Jiny: with the Raya, plotted to seize the kingdom with Tupi 
Krishnappa the general of Jin) The plot was miscirmed, and in view 
of the rmpending threat from By:pur to Pennkonda Venkata made up his 
differences with the Nayaks of Madura and Tanjore In September 1638, 
the Byapur Sultan at the instigation of Kengé Hanuma, the chief of Tanikere 
and Basavapatnim, sent anarmy under Randaula Khan to conquer ikhéri ‘3 
By lus diplomacy and tactics the Byapur general brought about a split 
between the Raya and his chieftains invaded Ikkéri and reduced Virabhadra- 
nayak Randaula was joined by Prince Srirangi son of China Venkata, a 
younger brother of Venkata IEI His expeditron was Inghly successful He 
conquered many forts in Palndd and Karnatak including Ikkert sometime 
before December 1637, and from there marched eastward and crossed the 
“Iungdbhadra “While planning an attack on Tadpatri, the seat of Pemmasant 
chiefs, his attention was diverted to Bangalore where Kempa Griudi was 
ruling in spite of the efforts made by Venkata, Randaula marched against 
Bangalore and captured the fort He then proceeded against Stirangapattanam 
und laid siege to it Though Kantirava Narasa ts credited with a victory here, 
Rindaula appeirs to have returned to Byapur only after taking a heavy 
indemnity incash =Again Randaula marched with his forces i 164t against 
Vellore The tumely arriv il of the N&yak forces from Maduri, Tanjore and 
Jini to help the Raya enabled him to meet this danger But another danger 
befell the kingdom, as the Qutb Shahi armies marched out in 1642, conquered 
all the forts along the coast compelling the Damerla and Velugot: chiefs to 
seek shelter in the mountain fastnesses in Chittoor district In 1639 he gave 


the site of Madraspitnam to the English to build a fort and a factory there 





193 Further Sources, Ul, Nos 16.and 17, Virappayya Kalajnana and keladitrpavyayam 
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He died in October 1642 and was succeeded by Ins nephew Sriranga who had 
sided with Byapur in Venkata’s lifetime 


Sriranga Ul (1642-1664) 

Sriranga wis proclumed king on 29 October, 1642 He spent practt- 
cally all his life on the battle field He was disliked by the nobles of the 
kingdom who organised revolts against Ins authority His first move was 
to enforce discipline among the Nayaks of Midura, Tanjore and Jinjt, who 
had united against him He went to Tirupati and entrenched himself there 
in 1643. He did not however give battle to the Golkonda forces but retreated 
towards Narayanavanam and Vellore The Qutb Shahi forces, insteid of 
pursuing the Raya turned against Udayagiri and laid stege to the fort, which 
was left to its fate by the Raya In the meanwhile msurrections took place in 
Karnatik and the authority of Byapur was overthrown by Virabhadra Nayak 
of Ikkér1 Randaula Khan marched with his forces, but in the battle fought 
near Shimoga he was worsted by Stvapp1 When the Sulffin knew about 
this disaster he marched with a contingent to BankapOr in 1644, entrusted 
the work of conquest to Mustafa Khan who subdued Malnad The Sultan 
returned to his capital in March 1664!% During this preoccupation of 
Byapur with the suppression of the rebellion, Srirangi managed to dislodge 
the Golkonda forces from Udayagiri and attempted to subjugate the Nayaks 
A second invasion by the Golkonda army disturbed his plans He rushed to 
meet them with Velugoti Singa [nthe battle of Vemgallt fought on August 21, 


1644 the g.neril commander of the Golkondt forecs was killed and his army 
was chased to Kunduktir 


But soon after this there was a directive from the Mughal Emperor to 
the Sultans of Gothondaand Byapur to conquer and partition the Karnatak 
kingdom between themselves 93 Mustafa Khan of Byapur overran the 
South and took Vellore '96 At the same time Golkonda forces moved 
agunst Vinukonda and Udayagiri and captured both the places Sriranga, 
solicited the help of his subjects to protect the State against the mvaders 
The Nayvks, mstead of joing the ranks of the Raya against the enemies, 
Planned to get nd of him The armies of Byrpur under Mustafa Khan and 
those of Golkonda under Mir Jumla laid waste the whole kingdom and 
occupred all importint forts including Vellore In the words of the French 
traveller Thevenot, “the king of Bisnagar was left without a kingdom”. 
The Snatattvaratnakara refers to the loss of Vellore and to the wandering 
of Srirangi without a home Still he did not abandon the idea of re establishing 
his authority in his dominion He went to Mysore and with the help of the 
chiefs of Mysore and Ikkér built up his resources and waited for an opportunity 
194 IN, Snajt Tercentenary Volume (STC), VE 113 pp 104-5, Aefadinrpavyayam 


195 Macleod De Oost Indische Campaigne, 13 
» i, p 188 
196 MN STC, II p 113 : 7 
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This came when Mir Jumld, who had carved out a big jagic for himself in the 
remnant of the Vyayanagir empire, quairrelled with his master and defected 
to the Mughals But Srirangi was in no position to take advantage of the 
situation His final bid to resuscitate the Empire ws blasted by T:rumala 
Nayak of Madura who solicited Byapur’s help agamst him The forces of 
Golkonda also seized the remaining ports of the coast of Coromandal while 
Byipur pushed tts conquest in Karnatak Thus, in the words of 
Father Proenzas, “ by 1659 the king of Bisnagar, betrayed for the second 
time by his vassals, was obliged to seek refuge on the confines of his kingdom in 
the forests when he led a miserable life’ In this hour of need it was Sivappa 
Nayak of Ikkéri, who went to the rescue of the Raya, captured Beliir and 
handed it to Sriranga = =An imscription of Sriranga dated 1669 refers to his 
sovereignty It 1s difficult to ascertain how long he lived 


Thus ended the Aravidu dynasty, and with it the empire of Viyayanagar 
Excepting for the state of Mysore, which lingered on tll recent times, Vyayana- 
gar authority disappeared and in the territories of the emprre, first the Marathas, 
then the Rajas of Tanjore and Jiny: began to rule, and they were, in their turn, 
ousted by the Mughal armies and the representatives of the Mughal emperor 
became the masters of the entire South 


The Foundation of Vijayanagar 
A Note 
by 
Dr P B Desai 

In this brief note it 1s proposed to examine afresh the question of the 
regional identity of the founders of Vyayanagar. The current story that 
Harithara and Bukka were officers under the Kakatiya Pratiparudra, occurs 
for the first time in the treatise, Vidjdrdnya Kalajfiana of the late fifteenth 
century and is repeated in subsequent literary works! The historicity of 
this account his been disproved by a critical study of the epigraphical records 
ofthe Andhra and Karnatak areas Innone of the inscriptions of Kakatlya 
Prataparudra or of the rulers of the Sangima dynasty do we come across even 
an echo of the presence of these brothers at Warangal The Nellore 
(Gozalavidu, Kanigir1 — 7) inscription, wrongly cited in support of the Telugu 
domicile of the two brothers,? clearly indicates the sway of Vyayanagar 
in the Andhra region in the reign of Bukka I about half a century after the 
end of the Kakatiyas Its correct date 1s Saka 1296/1374 and not Saka 
1236/1314, as believed It ts really not a Kakatlya record 


In the latter part of the above story it 1s said that the two officers took 
service under the Kampil: chief Raminatha after the conquest of Warangal 
by the Delht Sultan When this area too fell to the Sultun, they were taken 
to Delhi as captives Next, impressed by their fidelity, the Sultfin sent them as 
his trusted officers to govern the disturbed region of Hampi A scrutiny of 





1 Further Sources of Vyayanagar histor}, 1, 1417 The Viragaiva writers of about the 
sixteenth and later centuries popularised the narrative style of Kalajfiana which purports 
to describe the past events m the form of prophesies The present treatise which con 
tains historical maccuractes, ts alleged to have been the work of Vidyaranya who lived 
in the fourteenth century, but it draws an account of the Sangama dynasty until its end 


im 1485 Révanasiddha a Viraéarva sage of mythical fame is introduced in the story 
as a soothsayer 


This epigraph 1s published in Nellore inseriptions (Ed Butterworth and Venugopaul 
Chetty, 1905, Part II, pp 642-45) The date of the record was read there as Saka 
1236/1314 On this basis it was surmised that Bukkaraya Odeya mentioned in this 
inscription might be father of Sangama (ibid, Part If, p 1467) Pursuing this 
Suggestion, 1t has been argued that this chief should have been a subordinate of 
Kakatlya Prataparudra II (Viayanagara, Origin of the City and the Empire, p 100} 
This view has, however, been changed by the author of the book himself who says im 
Further Sources, 1, fn on p 29, that Bukkaraya of the Nellore record was Bukka J, 
son of Sangama, and a subordinate of Prataparudra II All this speculation 1s now 
set at rest by the study of the orginal inscription itself, which 1s clearly Saka 1296/1374 


oer itis a Viyayanagar inscription of the trme of Bukkal See facsimile at the 
en 


VIJAYANAGAR 139 


the epigraphtcal and literary sources bearing on this episode leads to the 
conclusion that it 1s a myth No such officers ever existed in the service of 
the Kampihi chief A noteworthy point here 1s that the Vidy@ranya Aalattna 
contains no reference to the conversion of the two brothers to Islam The 
vague and conflicting statements of writers ike ‘Isami, Ibn-1 Batfita and 
Barani, who were ill-informed and belonged to the opposite camp, cannot be 
apphed with justification to Harithara and Bukka 1n respect of their conversion 
orapostasy There 1s nothing to believe that they were involved in this affair 


As against the foregoing, the epigraphical testimony 1s clear and con- 
vincing? = It shous that Sangam belonged to the province of Karnatak, 
being a natne of the Hampiregion Huis son Harihara started his career as a 
trusted officer under the Hoysala Billila 111 In course of time he rose in 
importance by his signal services in throwing out the enemy from the southern 
provinces Ultimately, he founded the new kingdom of Vijayanagar with the 
support of hts overlord and saved the country from foreign domination 





3 See A History of Karnataka (Ed P B Desat 1970) p 305 ff Journal of Karnataka 
Unversity - Social Sciences, No VI, p 175 


